Alverdiscott and Huntshaw Parish Council

Clerk:  Alan Matthewman

26 Fairways View, High Bickington EX37 9BZ

01769 560740   07720 301894

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

Thursday 19th July 2026 at 7.30 pm in

The Village Hall, Alverdiscott

· Members Present: Cllrs. A.Reed (in the Chair), 
· Bernard Hardwicke. Helen Bolton, Caroline Lewis. Gill Ross. 
· James White 
· Also Present Councillor Mark Barry (Deevon CC); Alan Matthewman(Par ish Clerk)
       Members of the public were encouraged to attend. 
1:
The Chair will declare the meeting open 
2:

Apologies for absence – Graham White (Vacation). Paul Matthews
3:
Declarations of Interest – to receive any Personal and/or Prejudicial interests from 
Councillors regarding matters due to be discussed. None Received
The Chair will move the suspension of standing orders to receive reports and comments from non-members of the council.

4:
To receive information from District Councillors and County Councillors 



1 Mark Barry (Devon CC) – Cllr Barry reported on the upto date position on the Local Governemnt Reorganisation which indicate that the UK Government approved the model whereby the Districts of Exeter, Plymouth and Torbay (with some modifications as to coverage thereof) would each become unitary authority whilst the remainder of the existing county would be wrapped into a single authority designated Devon, Coast and Rural which would stretch from the South Coast to include the whole of the North Coast. The set up of this final authority looked problematic but it seems that the decision has been taken.  A report concerning this had been forwarded to all  and more would no doubt be enhanced by future publications. Outside of the first three authorities there was no support within the area..




The action unifying Petroc College and Exeter College had reached implementation stage but consequences of the reorganisation include the possibility of them being reseparated was being examined.




Potholes: The Parish was now included in an area for an experiment using new German materials.




2: Cllr Thomas Elliott (TDC) and/or Councillor Rosemary Lock (TDC). He noted that he was in serious conversation with Fire and Rescue regarding fire threats arising from the Bess Installations.
5:
Any other matters appearing in the agenda and raised by members of the public

No members of the public being present, the chair moved to restore compliance with Standing Orders and move back into the Council Meeting Proper
.

6: 
Urgent Matters at the discretion of the Chair. A letter of resignation had been received fro Paul Mathews because hi work commitments. The clerk was instructed to advise TDC of the council vacancies to see if they required to re=advertise the vacant positions.

Progress on the work with Hugo Fox was outlined.

7:
Approval of the Minutes of the May meeting and Matters arising therefrom. The approval of the minutes was proposed by Cllr Ross, Seconded by Cllr Hardwicke and approved unanimously
8:
Finance:


To receive and approve financial reports from Cllr. G White: All members had been circulated  with only minor repeat items arising. The reports were noted and approved.
9.
Planning
`
To receive and comment on new planning applications and any decisions reached on prior applications since the last meeting


1: To receive and ratify the Planning Committee report tabled by Cllr J. White and associated reports.



Files circulated

Webbery BESS installation had been refused and seemed likely to go to appeal.


Showmans’ Site: In view of the meeting having taken place there was a concern as to whether or not it should still be called in. The agreed view was that, since three parishes were involved then council still supported the decision to call it in. A possible alternative was to have another parish meeting although getting broader representation from the other villages might be difficult. On balance it was felt that calling the application in was still the best option. Agreed that, in the meantime, Cllr White should approach Mr Andy Greenfield to discuss possible ways forward.

Cllr White noted that X-Links were now looking at having information meetings regarding the proposal for Data Centres and Battery storage. He noted that two thirds of the Battery installation would lie in Huntshaw with the remainder being in Torrington. The visual impact would obviously be significant although they have tried to position the buildings advantageously there was clearly a limit as to what coul be achieved.

At a meeting with Helen Smith it was reported that Staines Trailers had moved their equipment back within their encroachment area but still outside the approved area. There was still a need to get formal approval so that enforcement could be done.
10:
Correspondence:
Date of next meeting, 7:30pm, Thursday 17th September 2026 at Alverdiscott Village Hall
Andrew Reed
Acting Chair of the Parish Council

September 2026
