Alverdiscott and Huntshaw Parish Council

Clerk:  Alan Matthewman

26 Fairways View, High Bickington EX37 9BZ

01769 560740   07720 301894

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

Thursday 15th January 2026 at 7.30 pm in

The Village Hall, Alverdiscott
Attendees: Members of the Council: Cllrs G White (in the chair), A Reed (Vice Chair),J. White, G Ross, P Matthews, H Bolton, C Lewis and B Hardwicke

Also Present: Councillor Mark Barry (Devon CC) and Councillor (Tom Elliott (Torridge DC)

Two members of the public
1:
The Chair will declare the meeting open 
2:

Apologies for absence – to receive and accept any apologies for absence. An apology was received from the clerk due to dangerous driving conditions. Also apology received from Councillor Lock.
3:
Declarations of Interest – to receive any Personal and/or Prejudicial interests from 
Councillors regarding matters due to be discussed. None received.
The Chair moved the suspension of standing orders to receive reports and comments from non-members of the council.

4:
To receive information from County and District Councillors 

1: Councillor Mark Barry (Devon CC) submitted his report with the main issues:
a) Cost of meetings had been queried to see if councillors could move to online meetings but although they agreed in principal no changes were approved.

b) Council had posted a survey online regarding the future use of Bideford Library. Cllr. J White said that he had tried to access the survey but without success. 

c) MB asked if anyone had received any information about the “20 is Plenty” to which the answer is no. Cllr G White queried the stated cost of £2400 for a speed sign but was confirmed that this was correct by MB.

d) Devon CC had just committed £7M to update its computer system, specifically for a co-ordinated SEND system. There was scepticism regarding the payback.




2: Cllr Thomas Elliott (TDC) and/or Councillor Rosemary Lock (TDC)00
a) Not much progress on anything due to the Christmas break and LGR proposals.

5:
Any other matters appearing in the agenda and raised by members of the public. None reported
The chair moved to restore compliance with Standing Orders and move back into the Council Meeting Proper
.
6: 
Special Planning Matter: Bideford BESS Proposal Ref 1/0939/2025 100 Mw capacity.




62 objections had now been received by Torridge DC. Cllr J White stated that discussions had been had with Enray, the developer of the proposed site, following which a document had been developed by the Planning Committee for submission to the Planning Authority. The decision had been called in by Cllr Elliott and the timescale had been extended accordingly. There remained concern over the attitude of Torridge DC as evidenced by their lack of rigour over the application for a previous BESS installation. There was some conflict within Torridge DC between those concerned with protecting the local environment and those motivated by building on the council’s declaration of a climate emergency. The danger was that planning issues may be caught up in this conflict. Councillor Elliott hoped that his calling in of the application would force more considered review of the situation. A key objection was the lack of evidence that any provision existed for a connection to the grid.
7: 
Urgent Matters at the discretion of the Chair. None for this meeting.
8:
Approval of the Minutes of the September Meeting and Matters arising therefrom.

Proposed by Cllr Reed, seconded by Cllr J White, the minutes were approved unanimously.
9:
Finance:
To confirm statement of accounts and the bank reconciliation data to end December 2025 
and estimated position for the full year to 31st March 2026. This had been circulated in 
advance and was attached to the minutes
To approve new schedule of payments due now and in advance of the next meeting in January 2026.
To agree draft budget for council year 2026/27 and consequential precept request to be finalised . Clerk to be authorised to submit the agreed precept of £7565 (or 3.9 % increase on 2025/26) to TDC. Proposed by Cllr G. White, seconded by Cllr Hardwicke and approved unanimously.
Finalise decision on Council Insurance policy for 2026/27. Gallagher Insurance estimate of £661, compared with £658 the previous year and to enter into a 3-year agreement. Proposed by Cllr G. White, Seconded by Cllr J White and approved unanimously.
Domain currently used had been renewed for a further year at a cost of £57. Proposed by Cllr G. White, Seconded by Cllr Reed and approved unanimously.
10.
Planning
`
To receive and comment on new planning applications and any decisions reached on prior applications since the last meeting



1: To receive and ratify the Planning Committee report tabled by Cllr J. White. 



There had not been much activity because of the Christmas break and the time given to the Bideford Bess. One application (1/0935/2026/FUL)had been received and council agreed that they had no objection to this application.

2: Update on Bulworthy Solar Farm. Now in hands of TDC and developers

3: Bulworthy Community Fund Proposal – A sensible proposal was still awaited

4: Comments regarding councillors tour of Sonnedix Solar facility. Connection planned imminently and a date in march has been agreed to tour the site and they have been asked to look at the floodlighting of the site which was very intrusive. Council needs to determine the mechanics of receiving and the amount involved. Suggestions already received included wildlife support, internet improvement, contribution to power bills and defibrillators.

5; Decision on 1/0734/2025/FULM: The application has been granted

6: Sunrise Farm, Peter and Sally Ruffle. Referred to Cllr J White.


11:
To consider impact of Council Data Protection issues and email address policy of assertion 10 on Agar Compliance requirements. Deferred until next meeting due to absence of the clerk.
12:
Correspondence: Letter received from Sir Geoffrey Cox informing him about meeting at Holsworthy Memorial Hall on connectivity for telephone and internet supply to Devon on January 30th.
Date of next meeting, 7:30pm, Thursday 19th March at Huntshaw Village Hall.
Alan Matthewman

Clerk to the Parish Council

12th March 2026
