Alverdiscott and Huntshaw Parish Council

Clerk:  Alan Matthewman

26 Fairways View, High Bickington EX37 9BZ

01769 560740   07720 301894

Draft Minutes of A&H Parish Council Meeting

Thursday 17th July 2025 at 7.30 pm in

The Village Hall, Huntshaw
Members Attending:  Councillors Graham White (in chair), Andy Reed (Vice-Chair). Bernard Hardwicke, Caroline Lewis, Jim White, Paul Matthews, Helen Bolton, Gill Ross
Also Present: Councillor Thomas Elliott (Torridge DC): Mark Barry (Devon CC)

Alan Matthewman (Parish Clerk)

       Members of the public were encouraged to attend. 
1:
The Chair will declare the meeting open. The Chair Welcomed Councillor Barry to his first meeting of A&H Parish Council and looked forward to working with him over the coming years. In view of the limited time available to Councillor Barry and with the agreement of council, and standing orders having been suspended with the agreement of council, he was invited to present his report.
4:
To receive information from County and District Councillors 

1: Councillor Mark Barry (Devon CC). He referred initially to the substantial debt incurred by the council under the previous regime, mainly as a result of the SEND commitments. This debt will be transferred to the new Unitary Authority. What will happen will be determined by the revised procedures for handling SEND to be announced next year. Although difficult it was felt that DCC could handle the debt over time, unlike many other councils in the country.

X-Link Project: He noted that this was an Agenda item but his indications were that the project was dead, although this remains open to be confirmed or replanned. Although £100 million has been spent the Government have decided that the risks involved were too great.
20 mph speed limit: There is mounting pressure to introduce 20 mph limits on all village roads which would be welcomed by councillors generally. There was general dissatisfaction with communication with residents, particularly during repairs. Meeting on September 4th to discuss.
On Potholes there is little progress although new methods are being trialled. There is still a deficit of attention in North Devon.

DCC issuing survey on Council Reorganisation as well as meetings throughout the county.
2: Cllr Thomas Elliott (TDC)). All car parking machines are being updated. Full details appear in Appendix A.
2:
Apologies for absence – to receive and accept any apologies for absence. Received from 



Rosemary Lock.
3:
Declarations of Interest – to receive any Personal and/or Prejudicial interests from 
Councillors regarding matters due to be discussed. None declared
4:
Any other matters appearing in the agenda and raised by members of the public 




No members present.
The chair will move to restore compliance with Standing Orders and move back into the Council Meeting Proper
.

5: 
Urgent Matters at the discretion of the Chair – None raised
6:
Approvel of the Minutes of the May Meeting and Matters arising therefrom: Proposed by Andy Reed, Seconded by Caroline Lewis the minutes wer approved unanimously.
7:
Finance:

To confirm statement of accounts and the bank reconciliation data to end June(Q1)
To approve new schedule of payments due now and in advance of the next meeting in    September,
Summary accounts wee presented to the meeting and signed by the RFO and Chair as accurate and reconciled to the bank statement. Two DD’s were due, one to ICO of £47 and bank charges due shortly.

No progress as yet regarding payments from the Gammaton Solar Farm although they had confirmed it would happen as soon as the site was connected to the grid. The screening was under discussion and it was hoped that it would be done this autumn.

It had been agreed that the noticeboard by the church would be repaired and maintained by the PCC.

8.
Planning
`
To receive and comment on new planning applications and any decisions reached on prior applications since the last meeting

1: Receive and note updates to X-Link project development. Project shelved.

2: To receive and ratify the Planning Committee report tabled by Cllr J. White. 



The proposed development at Woodtown, rejected by A&H and Torridge has been 

appealed and the appeal was rejected.




The BESS at Gammaton, not in our parish, had gone quiet for the time being. It had been “waved through” by Bideford but no comment as yet by Torridge. The Bulworthy Solar Farm was situated in three parishes of which 38% was in A&H Parish boundaries. The total Community Fund could be the equivalent of the current precept. 

9:

To receive report on possible additional co-opted members to the council

10:
Correspondence:

To note information sheet received from our MP, Sir Geoffrey Cox KC MP


Change to e-mails becoming more urgent. To be addressed at the next meeting.
Date of next meeting, 7:30pm, Thursday 18th September at Alverdiscott Village Hall
Graham White
Chair of the Parish Council

11th July 2025
Appendix A: Report from Councillor Elliott: Toorisge District Council

                           Report for June 2025:

Update on parking machines across the districts car parks.

We are in the process of installing brand new latest generation of parking machines. They have all the individuals tariffs on the easy to use colour screens. Still excepting cash, however we will have to reassess this possibly in 2 to 3 years time as the number of cash transactions have been dropping.

It is easier if I give the results for the drop in cash transactions in percentages.

2022/2023:
Cash transactions: 45%

Card transactions: 21%

Phone transactions: 34%

Number of total transactions: 750,751

2023/2024:
Cash transactions: 35%

Card transactions: 24%

Phone transactions: 40%

Number of total transactions: 768,641

2024/2025:
Cash transactions: 29%

Card transactions: 26%

Phone transactions: 45%

Number of total transactions: 770,970

2025/2026: (Only April so far)

Cash transactions: 23%

Card transactions: 26%

Phone transactions: 51%

Number of total transactions: 71,438

As you can also see from the above information, the number of transactions (Cars parked) is increasing so the car parks are being used more despite the tariff increases. So, the tariff increase is not putting people off using our towns and car parks.
These new machines have a lifespan roughly of 15 to 20 years. Some of the machines will be a mix of solar only, mains and solar and some will just be mains. But there is hope that after the first year, they may be all solar. The machines are capable of both.

 We have also signed up to the NPP (National parking platform) which has the ability to allow one code for a car park to show on a number of different parking apps on your phone. So you don’t have to keep downloading another app every time you park up somewhere different. This will hopefully go live next year.

We are on the verge of braking if not already, £2 million on income from parking. Although that sounds great and helps towards the councils expenses, to manage the car parks comes at a cost. The refurb that was carried out on river bank car park 2 years ago, cost £500,000. The cost to the company that collects our cash from the machines is £40,000 a year. Why don’t we collect it ourselves, it is cheaper to outsource as when you consider the training for all the staff so they can all do it. The insurance on the vehicle/s used. The fact that another council that does so, they have to replace their van every 2 years due to the wear on the suspension from the weight and that’s with heavy duty suspension. Consider all the lock boxes etc and security involved as well.

Currently in Westward Ho!, we are trialling extending our chargeable times. It was 0800hrs to 1800hrs, but we are trialling 0800hrs to 1900hrs. The idea of this is to see whether the extra hour of charge will reduce the need for the increase in parking fees. There will be a report at the end of the year.

Ev charging, we have terminated our contract with the previous supplier for ev charging points under the non performance clause. The new contract is currently out for tender. The idea is to have 25 across the district by the end of the year.

