Alverdiscott and Huntshaw Parish Council

Clerk:  Alan Matthewman

26 Fairways View, High Bickington EX37 9BZ

01769 560740   07720 301894

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

Thursday 16th May 2025 at 7.30 pm in

The Village Hall, Alverdiscot
Members Present|: Councillors Graham White (in chair), Andy Reed (Vice-Chair). Bernard Hardwicke, Caroline Lewis, Jim White, Paul Matthews, Helen Bolton, 

Also Present: Councillor Thomas Elliott (Torridge DC): Alan Matthewman (Parish Clerk)
       Members of the public had been encouraged to attend. 
1:
The Chair declared the meeting open and confirmed that at the AGM just completed he had been re-elected for the coming year, whilst Cllr. Reed had been elected as Vice Chair.
2:
Apologies for absence – An apology had been received from Cllr Gill Ross and from Councillor Lock (TDC).
3:
Declarations of Interest – to receive any Personal and/or Prejudicial interests from Councillors regarding matters due to be discussed. None had been received although councillors were reminded to review their existing declarations to ensure they were still correct.
4:
Appointment of New Member of Planning Group: Cllr Reed was added to the group

The Chair will move the suspension of standing orders to receive reports and comments from non-members of the council.                                           
5:
To receive information from District Councillors. The Clerk stated that he had had no contact from the newly elected County Councillor for Bideford East.
Councillor Thomas having not yet arrived, his report was left open for later. No members of the public were present 

6:
Any other matters appearing in the agenda and raised by members of the public – none.
The chair will move to restore compliance with Standing Orders and move back into the Council Meeting Proper
.

7: 
Urgent Matters at the discretion of the Chair. 
8:
Approval of the Minutes of the March meeting and Matters arising therefrom. Cllr Bolton had discussed the matter raised at a previous meeting to raise with residents what issues they may like to have considered when community developments from planning decisions were discussed. Two popular issues were improvements to communal broadband facilities and actions to improve the environment for wildlife. It was noted that the latter formed a substantial element of the X-Links proposal and would be expected to form a significant element of planning conditions were the application to be approved.

The minutes were proposed for approval by Cllr G White, seconded by Cllr Matthews and approved unanimously.
9:
Finance:

1: 
Certificate of Exemption- Cllr G White noted that both income and expenditure for 2024-25 were well below the limit of £25,000 and he proposed that the Council approve that the council notify the external auditor (Messrs PFK Littlejohn) of the desire of Alverdiscott and Huntshaw Parish Council to register this fact and apply for a Certificate Of Exemption from the External Audit process. The motion was seconded by Cllr Bolton and approved unanimously.
To confirm the Agar documentation for 2025 and authorise that they be released to the Internal Auditor. 

2: 
Sheet 1: The Annual Governance Statement was a declaration by council that they had met the requirements laid out in the document to ensure compliance of the council with the financial policies and procedures laid down. Proposed by Cllr. G. White, Seconded by
Proposed by Cllr G. White and Seconded by Cllr. A Reed and approved unanimously.
3: 
Sheet 2: Annual Accounting Statement: These numbers had been tabled and agreed at each meeting throughout the year. Proposed by Cllr Bolton, seconded by Cllr J White and approved unanimously.
4:
To confirm statement of accounts and the bank reconciliation data to end March – these were noted. It was agreed that the Financial Regulations be re-approved in 2026.
5:
To approve the 2025 version of the Asset Register and risk analysis. Approval of these documents was proposed by Cllr. G White, Seconded by Cllr Hardwicke and approved unanimously.
Councillor Elliott arrived late having been held up at another meeting. He noted that little had happened during the election period and that, because of the large majority elected for the first time, it would take a while for them to settle into their roles. He asked if there were any live planning issues that would benefit from his intervention. Cllr J. White said he felt that there were not at this time.

The issues arising around Sunrise Farm and Sunset Barn were raised. Both properties had been up for sale although one had since been withdrawn for sale. The seems to be little activity around the site although lights at night were still on. No update had been received from enforcement (Grant McGill). There had also been no updates on the Staines Trailer Issues.
The clerk raised the question of Grant payments for the area maps which had been confirmed by e-mail to the chair but no other documentation had yet been received.
Issues were raised regarding the lack of grass cutting at critical road junctions which make exiting hazardous. There were also ongoing issues regarding lack of maintenance to certain roads, making access difficult and there is no certainty as to who is responsible. The Parish Council do not have the finance or legal rights to maintain the areas.
10.
Planning
`
To receive and comment on new planning applications and any decisions reached on prior applications since the last meeting

1: Receive and note updates to X-Link project development: Meetings cancelled and now scheduled either for July or November. Challenge seems to be with Government over Contracts for Difference (i.e. Price that will be paid for the power supplied).

2: To receive and ratify the Planning Committee report tabled by Cllr J. White. Lower Twitchen Farm development still under debate with TDC and the latter are questioning the scale of the development.

The timber barn at Bulworthy Farm has been approved


The Camping site extension at Yarnscombe has also been approved.


Repairs to property at Webberey after the fire, including increasing the roof height, have been permitted.


J White said that he has entered the Battery Storage Site (1/0268/2025/FULM) to the file although it is not technically in the council area, although there were disturbing issues regarding ownership and intentions of the site.


West Barton Farm – Still pending.

Higher Alscott: Second application for a development on agricultural ground which Council had objected to in 2023. The application is now more favourably regarded because of the changed requirements for housing development in Torridge.


Surface dressing of Road from Twitchen Cross to Mondeo Way In June.

Solar Farm at Bulworthy: Still no application made but TDC have indicated that the scale and location are initially unacceptable because of Local Visibility and environmental issues. 
11:

To receive report on possible additional co-opted members to the council. No progress yet, deferred to next meeting.
12:
Correspondence:
Meeting closed at 9.05 pm
Date of next meeting, 7:30pm, Thursday 17th July 2025 at Huntshaw Hall
Councillor Graham White
Chair to the Parish Council

17th July 2025


____________________________________
Appendix A:
Registration comments  20054321
    1. Xlinks have stated that all equipment deliveries for the Convertor Stations will be made to the Construction Depot off Tennacott Lane via the A39 and Manteo Way and that all construction site personnel will be bused to the Convertor Station site via the Haulway. It is essential that this policy is fully adhered to so as to avoid the repeated serious safety incidents that have occurred throughout 2024 during the construction of the Solar Park at Gammaton which almost had fatal consequences. 

   a.
What steps will XLinks and DCC Highways implement to PREVENT ANY Vehicle from accessing either site via any of the small unclassified lanes leading from the B3232 between Roundswell on the A39 and Torrington on the B3232 or via the A386 via Weare Giffard and Halspill and how will they police it? 

    b.
Where is it expected that the work force will be accommodated?

    c.
How is it expected that the work force will get to the Tennacott Lane depot from their accommodation?

    d.
Once construction is completed XLinks intend to improve the Gammaton Road as far as the Haulway crossing and lay a new permanent road from the crossing to the Convertor Stations to provide good access for future maintenance. 

    i.
What steps will DCC Highways be required to take to PREVENT these road improvements from encouraging more traffic, not connected with XLinks, to use the unclassified roads leading off the Gammaton Road. 

    2. 
a. How will commitments made by XLinks to landscape the Convertor Station site be enforced and who is responsible for the enforcement? 

    
b. The external cladding of the convertor stations must be suitably coloured to camouflage its existence so that it blends into the landscape especially when viewed from Huntshaw Cross, Huntshaw Moor and Twitchen Cross. 

    3.
 In the immediate area of the project there are many holiday cottages owned by local residents. With construction so long lasting this will have a serious impact on their income as holiday makers will be deterred from staying in the locality. To compensate the owners XLinks should consider offering, where appropriate, long term rental contracts to local accommodation providers at their full commercial rates to compensate them for the loss of income from their holiday lets.

    4. 
a. What provisions will be made to manage rain run off during construction and the excessive run off after construction to prevent excessive silt being carried to the small streams draining Gammaton Moor or causing downstream flooding due to faster run off? 

    
b. What provision will be made to prevent leakage of oil and other toxic pollutants entering the watercourses during and post construction. 

    5. 
The convertor station site is a dark sky location with a very low ambient noise level 

    
a. What restrictions will be placed on floodlighting during working hours to minimise its impact? 

    
b. What restrictions will be placed on post completion outside lighting to minimise its impact? 

    
c. What restrictions will be placed on noise emissions during construction and in subsequent operation? 

    6.

The residents of Alverdiscott and Huntshaw Parish (A&HPC) where the convertor stations will be built are almost entirely ‘Off Grid’ and will gain little or no real benefit from project! How will XLinks seek to compensate the residents of A&HPC for the many years of disruption and the despoiling of our local landscape and habitats?

    A&HPC 7/2/25 

    Registration complete   Your reference number  20054321
Appendix A:
Planning report submitted separately to all councillors and is available from the clerk on request.
Appendix B:

 Bulworthy Solar Farm Proposal Consultation 
Alverdiscott & Huntshaw Parish Council Response 
1. The A&HPC consider the so called planning consultation to have been wholly inadequate with very little real detail of what is proposed and with little or no notice given for such a large project thus not giving local residents a proper opportunity to engage. 

2. The A&HPC have serious concerns about the cumulative impact of this proposal on the settlements of Webbery, Woodtown, Stoney Cross and the isolated dwellings surrounding them. The existing Cleave Farm Solar Park and the Gammaton Moor Solar Farm are immediately to the south of these settlements as will be the XLinks Morocco cable convertor stations, a substantially expanded National Grid Substation and a 100MW Battery installation that are all currently in the planning process. There are already large solar farms located along the A39 further to the north and to add a further solar farm of comparable size that will fill in the rural gap to those already existing to the south would place these settlements in the middle of an industrial complex making their situation intolerable. 

3. A&HPC is concerned that no regard appears to have been made of the impact of this proposal on the ancient heritage assets of our parish namely the Romano British marching camp and iron age settlement which are positioned at a particularly high viewpoint that currently offers fine views across a large rural landscape towards Horwood and Lovacott with their substantial the south facing slopes as well as out to the AONB. These vistas should not be despoiled by industrial regimentation. In addition there are a large number of listed buildings, one of which is grade 1, that would have their setting seriously affected as well as various prehistoric remains scattered throughout the area in question. 

4. The A&HPC have very serious concerns about the access to these proposed installation sites and the little consideration that appears to have been given about the vehicular logistics involved and its management. Our recent experiences with the construction of the Gammaton Moor solar farm have led us to be highly critical of so called logistic manager claims of compliance with good practice. Your representatives claim that only small to medium sized vehicles will be used but such claims are not credible when deliveries of panels from China will be made in forty foot shipping containers direct from the docks! Forty foot articulated lorries do not perform well in our single track lanes that have numerous sharp corners and their presence prevents local residents from going about their normal business without serious disruption. 

5. A&HPC have concerns about the proposed screening of the site using existing vegetation with additional planting of native species including oak. Much of the 

existing vegetation is suffering from ash die back and within a year or two will either have already fallen or been actively felled. The life of your proposed installation is said to be forty years and to be proposing the planting of oak that takes a hundred years to fully mature seems inconsiderate and very lacking in common sense! There are many more native species that will mature more quickly and have evergreen foliage that will provide much better screening and with greater rapidity. 

6. AHPC have concerns about construction noise. The ambient noise level in these settlements is around 35dB and the proposals make no reference to what, if anything, the erectors will do to mitigate the intolerable noise of post drivers operating and during what hours. In this rural landscape noise travels great distances and these post drivers can easily be heard over a kilometre away. This is an issue that will need to be addressed to ensure maximum mitigation if the goodwill of the residents is to be maintained. 

7. Finally what is Noventum proposing to offer as Community Payback? These projects will in most cases bring no benefits whatsoever to local residents as most use oil for heating and cooking. Few, if any, will ever install a heat pump as most of the houses are solid wall construction making such technology too inefficient to be worth considering. Electricity is extortionately expensive and is likely to remain so for the foreseeable future so we ask again what will our parishioners gain from all the disruption and the ruination of their rural landscapes? 

J.V. White 

For Alverdiscott & Huntshaw Parish Council
