Alverdiscott and Huntshaw Parish Council

Clerk:  Alan Matthewman

26 Fairways View, High Bickington EX37 9BZ

01769 560740   07720 301894

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

Thursday 20th March 2025 at 7.30 pm in

The Village Hall, Huntshaw
Members present: Councillors Graham White (in chair), Bernard Hardwicke,  Caroline Lewis, Jim White, Gill Ross, Paul Matthews, Helen Bolton, Andy Reed
Also Present: Councillor Thomas Elliott (Torridge DC), Councillor Rosemary Lock (Torridge DC): Alan Matthewman (Parish Clerk)
       Members of the public were encouraged to attend. 
1:
The Chair declared the meeting open 
2:

Apologies for absence – to receive and accept any apologies for absence. Councillor Hellyer was attending a meeting in Exeter and would not be able to make the meeting
3:
Declarations of Interest – to receive any Personal and/or Prejudicial interests from 
Councillors regarding matters due to be discussed

The Chair will move the suspension of standing orders to receive reports and comments from non-members of the council.

4:
To receive information from District and County Councillors






1: Cllr. Linda Hellyer(Devon CC): See report at Appendix A
2: Councillor Rosemary Lock (TDC):  Cllr Lock confirmed that TDC had also been busy on issues around re-organisation and X-Links and had also had a meeting with the new Police Superintendent for the area where issues of farm cyber-security had been high on the agenda. Helen Smith had confirmed that Grant McGill had been on site at Stains Trailers and had reported back verbally that the site was much tidier. Council would receive a formal report once GM had submitted his written report to HS.

Six committee meetings have been held on X-Links aspects with contributions from Torridge and Devon CC. This has led to further requests for clarification. New discussions were being held over the proposed solar farm at Bulworthy and BESS development at Gammaton. 





3: Cllr Thomas Elliott (TDC): See report Appendix B.
5:
Any other matters appearing in the agenda and raised by members of the public: No members of the public were present.
The chair moved to restore compliance with Standing Orders and return to the Council Meeting Proper.

6: 
Urgent Matters at the discretion of the Chair
Scoping Report and Planning Application for Solar Farm at Bulworthy; Both items had been dealt with by Councillor Lock. 
Attempts to resolve the issues at Sunset Farm. Councillors reported that there were seldom anyone on site during the day and the site was apparently up for sale again. It was agreed that the agents be contracted to discuss the planning situation and clarify the current aims.
7.
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 21st January 2025. Proposed by the chair, seconded by Cllr J White, the minutes were unanimously accepted as a true record of the proceedings.
8:
Matters arising from the Minutes of that Parish Council Meeting. None were raised.
9:
Finance:

To confirm current spend for year to March 2025. The chair confirmed that all spending for the year was completed leaving a surplus in the bank of £7100.
To confirm statement of accounts and the bank reconciliation data to end February. Confirmed and countersigned by RFO
10.
Planning
`
To receive and comment on new planning applications and any decisions reached on prior applications since the last meeting.
Cllr White had circulated the list of current applications which were limited to an application for static caravans and the repair of Webberley cottage after the fire.

1: Receive and note updates to X-Link project development – see above notes on X-Links, Sunset Farm and Stains Trailers. He had received a memory stick with all the current files and if any councillors wanted to view it they were welcome to look at it. A brief overview revealed that many of the concerns raised by the Council were addressed and there was also mention of community benefit having been discussed.

The chair reported that he had spoken to Octopus energy regarding possible discounts which could be available to users in the parish and the thinking was ongoing. Cllr J White was asked to send a copy of the council’s X-Link Submission so that it could be attached to the minutes (See Appendix C). He also noted that the project cost of X-Links was £26 billion of which only £1.6 billion would be spent on UK installations.

2: To receive and ratify the Planning Committee report tabled by Cllr J. White



File attached. A map of the area centred on Huntshaw Water had been obtained with the intention of having it available go meetings. After some discussion it was agreed to purchase a second so that there would be one for each hall. The cost of map and framing would be c. £160 each. It was indicated that TDC could be prepared to contribute towards the cost of the maps once the new year funding was available.
11:

To receive report on possible additional co-opted members to the council. The chair reported he had been speaking to a potential member, a resident of Stoney Cross, but he was currently away on business in the north of England.
12:
Confirm appointment of Internal Auditor for financial year 2024-25. Alan Saunders was proposed and provisionally agreed as the Internal Auditor for the coming Agar.
13:
Correspondence:  No additional correspondence
Date of next meeting: The Annual Parish meeting will start at 7.00pm with the council annual general meeting starting at around 7:30pm, on Thursday 15t May 2025 at Alverdiscott Hall
Councillor Graham White
Chair of the Parish Council

17th March 2025
Appendix A: Report for Alverdiscott & Huntshaw Parish Council 

from County Cllr. Linda Hellyer
March 2025

Apart from the normal day to day business of Devon County Council, (DCC), the two big topics being discussed has been setting the budget for the new financial year, and looking at how to get the best Unitary set up for all of Devon.

DCC voted in the budget on the 20th February. We have been given the lowest settlement out of all 21 County Councils.  It was announced in December that the government had scrapped the rural services grant which was worth £10million to DCC.  Despite this late setback, DCC has managed to put together a balanced budget.  More money is being allocated to Adult social care and Childrens services, The government is giving DCC an extra £83million plus for highways for road repairs .  An extra £4 million is being taken out of reserves for road repairs.

The rural services grant has been replaced with a grant for areas of high social deprivation and Devon has not qualified for any of that money as we are not recognised as having areas of high social deprivation or rural poverty.

We do have extra costs as a large rural county e.g. We have over 8,000 miles of highway, our social workers often must travel quite a way to make home visits, and our school transport bill is £51million.

Council tax is going to go up by 4.99%, of which 2% is ring-fenced for adult social care.  This is the maximum amount allowed without a referendum or special permission from the government.   Angela Rayner told councils that if they did not put the tax by the full amount, they would get a lower settlement. This would have meant a cut in services.  Some councils e.g. Somerset have had to ask to put their council tax up higher.  Somerset asked to put it up by 22% but the government has told them they can put it up by 7.5%.

DCC must give the government our thoughts as to how Devon can become a Unitary authority by March 21st. We will be having an extra full council meeting on March 20th to discuss and vote on this.  Recently at an “all member” day we looked at the pros and cons of 5 different permutations that have been put forward so far e.g. Exeter want to be a stand-alone unitary authority.  The government wants unitary authorities to have at least 500,000 people, although exceptions can be made for growth areas.  Exeter is looking at  expanding its area and having a circle around it of a “travel to work area”.  Likewise, Plymouth would like to be a stand-alone authority but would need some of the South Hams.  The district councils have out in their own ideas as to what they think is best.

No final decision will be made on Thursday, but we will vote on what to submit from Devon County Council.  This is because there will be a brand new council after May  1st and they may have different ideas.  Approximately 50% of the council is standing own/retiring at the election on May 1st. When we did look at different options for a Unitary authority, the one I liked best was one for all of Devon , excluding Plymouth which is basically what we have now.  Talking to the officers, this would be the best model to distribute services across, so that all areas got the same service e.g. for adult social care, childrens’ service etc. 

We do not want to end up with some unitary areas being “rich” and other areas “poor”.

The government is not giving any money for the local government reorganisation.  It must be paid for out of “savings”.

The consultation on XLinks ended on March 13th.  I am on a committee called Development and Management which is Planning for things that are not houses e.g. schools, highways, recycling centres etc.

Because XLinks has been declared a nationally significant project, neither DCC or TDC can give or deny planning committee.  That decision will be made by the Secretary of State.   We can however feed back local concerns.  At DCC this is being done via the Development and Management committee.

XLinks tell us that they will have 400 staff.  All the staff will report to a main car park round the top of Manteo Way/Gammaton road.   They think that this will translate as about 300 cars a day.  Some may choose to walk, cycle or car share. To mitigate transport congestion, they say the staff will work 12hour shifts, 7am-7pm and will not be allowed to leave work early.  They will be bussed from the main carpark/compound to the various places of work.

XLinks will be building haul roads across the fields and estimate 105 HGV movements a day.  Obviously, they are not going to beam themselves up onto the haul fields and may well be taking earth away. The construction and use of the haul roads may cause some disruption for residents who live nearby.

At some point some large pieces of equipment will come along Bideford Quay, but we are told that this will be at night with a Police escort.

There will be various compounds around the area.  One will be as you go out of Bideford towards Landcross, near the Littleham turning.  There may be some disruption as they make their compound. That is where the cables will go under the river Torridge up to the top of East the water. The cables will go under the Tarka trail, but it is not expected that will cause too much disruption.

I know as a Parish Council you have submitted your own concerns.  I also did that via DCC, in particular concerns about possible extra traffic via Gammaton Cross.

We have a new neighbourhood Highways officer, Sandra Brown.  I have been corresponding with her, and I am meeting with her this week to go through issues in the local area.

Please continue to report any issues on the DCC report a problem page or by telephoning the customer service desk on 0345 155 1004

I am always happy for residents to contact me.

Linda.hellyer@devon.gov.uk
Telephone 07828758360

Appendix B: Councillor Thomas Elliott (Torridge District Council
Report for March:
1. Levelling up partnership; now called Torridge regenerative partnership

The government has awarded Torridge £20,070,000 for the following projects.

A. Bideford Business Park (£2.6m) – acquisition and development toward high value manufacturing and engineering facilities.
B. Bideford Pannier Market (£1.475m) – modernisation and improvements to make fit for future and wider use
C. Hatchmoor Industrial Estate (£1.6m) – taking forward the development of high value manufacturing and engineering facilities
D. Holsworthy Agri-Business Park (£7.3m) – taking forward the development of agri-related innovation, retail and professional space
E. Appledore Clean Maritime Innovation Centre (£2m) – cost pressures and unanticipated engineering challenges (quay wall) have led to value engineering tensions to ensure delivery of the site that this additional injection of funding will relive to ensure the most impactful innovation centre is delivered.
F. Agri-tech nutrient pilot (£0.3m) - testing the adaptation of the slurry condensing unit to recover nutrients and reduce the pollutants going into rivers. Will be applied to a moderate size dairy unit just outside Bideford.
G. Westward Ho! Water Quality Monitoring Buoy (£0.1m) - Installation of water quality monitoring buoy to provide real-time water quality data for beach users, tourism businesses and for managers of environmental systems.
H. Cleave Wood (£1.2m) – development of site for residential purposes
I. Social housing decarbonisation and EPC rating improvements (£1.5m) – pipeline of works to improve 57 properties with E & F ratings to C or B. 
J. Bideford Hospital (£0.75m) – reconfiguration site to create a “Community Health &Wellbeing Hub” with multipurpose space
K. The Globe Hotel (£0.52m) - Initial capital works on Grade II Listed long-derelict hotel to redevelop into an 11-bedroom hotel and restaurant (in a town with neither) with a strong training presence. This funding will be allocated upon successful completion of a community share issue and acquisition of the building by The Globe Hotel Torrington community ownership project
L. Holsworthy Manor Offices (£0.725m) - Phased redevelopment inc. decarbonisation, remodelling to enable improved accessibility, flow and to increase opportunity for flexible community space (e.g co working
2. Planning Enforcement;
A. To date (2025) 31 enforcement cases reported. (291 reported in total through out 2024)

B. As of the end of February. 311 open cases (to date 332)

C. 2024 saw the closure of 344 cases, 2025 so far stands at 32

D. Appeals: 
I. 13 in the last 12 months

II. 8 undetermined

III. 5 determined

IV. 4 succesful

E. End of Q3, TDC was ranked 4th out of the 27 councils across the Southwest for action taken on enforcing planning.

F. The department has set up monthly meetings between themselves and the legal department

G. Planning support team are helping enforcement team on admin.

H. I requested for a timescale to be added for 2nd visits when the first was unsuccessful, planning manager took this for consideration and hopefully implementation.

3. Temporary Accommodation: 
A. 49 families in accommodation

B. 24 of those are in TDC owned accommodation

C. 19 in rented accommodation

D. 6 in Bed and Breakfast

E. Numbers are up by 2 from when I last reported on this, but more are in TDC owned accommodation so the costs are down.

4. Cyber security:

                                  Police attendance at full council. Super intendant Toby Davies. 

