Alverdiscott and Huntshaw Parish Council

Clerk:  Alan Matthewman

26 Fairways View, High Bickington EX37 9BZ

01769 560740   07720 301894

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

Thursday 21st November 2024 at 7.30 pm in

The Village Hall, Huntshaw
       Members Present: Cllrs. G White (Chair), C. Lewis, J. White, H. Bolton & G. Ross.

Also Present: Alan Matthewman, Parish Clerk
1:
The Chair will declare the meeting open 
2:

Apologies for absence – to receive and accept any apologies for absence. Apologies had been received from Cllrs Hardwick and Matthews. None had been received from TDC or DCC councillors but this might have been occasioned by the failure of the clerk’s computer earlier in the week. [On checking after the meeting no apologies had been received for the changed date but all had apologised for the original meeting date]
3:
Declarations of Interest – to receive any Personal and/or Prejudicial interests from 
Councillors regarding matters due to be discussed. None were discl;osed.
The Chair will move the suspension of standing orders to receive reports and comments from non-members of the council.

4:
To receive information from District and County Councillors

1: Cllr. Linda Hellyer(Devon CC) – attached to the minutes. Cllr. J White took exception to her statement regarding possible traffic restrictions regarding the lack of any policing. See item 6.




2: Cllr Thomas Elliott (TDC) and/or Councillor Rosemary Lock (TDC) – none received
5:
Any other matters appearing in the agenda and raised by members of the public





No members of public were in attendance
The chair moved to restore compliance with Standing Orders and move back into the Council Meeting Proper
.

6: 
Urgent Matters at the discretion of the Chair: [In view of the fact that all these matters concerned planning issues to a substantial degree the chair agreed to bring forward relevant parts of the planning, section 20) to be dealt with at this point of the meeting]

Concern at the increased use of Alverdiscott Road.
Concern at the inappropriate use of local roads by vehicles servicing the solar farm development. Cllr J White noted that the sign that had been erected at the junction of Gammaton Road and Manteo Way was not visible to vehicles entering the junction wich was too late.
Both the above demonstrated a continuing pattern of traffic activity which was both inappropriate and contrary to prior agreements with the companies involved. Members were particularly concerned that this did not bode well if the X-Links project went ahead. It was agreed to raise the issue again with Cllr. Hellyer and the haulage operator Mr J. Evans.
Cllr J White reported a major issue in Guscott on the lane leading up to the village from Guscott Water. A failure to cut the hedges on one side of the road was leading to an inability for delivery vehicles, including domestic fuel deliveries, to be halted. He had confirmed that the bank and hedges were not owned by the properties so there was a need to establish responsibility. There were a number of other locations with similar problems within the parish. The clerk undertook to pass the query regarding responsibility to DCC Councillor Saywell to see if he could offer any sensible advice.
Staines Trailers: Cllr Lock had extracted a response from Grant McGill which confirmed that TDC had no intention of enforcing the planning irregularities meaning that all the information was dependent on Mr McGill remaining in place. He proposed that, if they were not prepared to enforce the original conditions then it would be appropriate to adjust the planning consent to reflect the current situation. He was answerable to Helen Smith, head of planning, who also seemed to be disinclined to take any action.
Sunset Farm: Cllr J White raised the issue of the development at Sunset Farm which was regarded as beyond the planning conditions granted early the 2023/24. It was unanimously agreed that the letter be despatched to Helen Smith seeking urgent action and proposals to rectify the situation. Letter is attached to the minutes at Appendix B.
7.
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 19th September. Proposed by the chair and seconded by Cllr J White the minutes were approved as a true record of the meeting.
8:
Matters arising from the Minutes of that Parish Council Meeting  - It was agreed that there were no matters arising not covered by the current Agenda.
9:
Finance:

To confirm current budget spend for year to Date.
The Chair tabled a copy of the projected spend for the year as a whole which showed a slight increase in Insurance and Affiliation costs which were offset by the reduction in the salary payable to the clerk. The projection on the precept for 2024/25 was currently put at £6,400 but the exact demand would depend on confirmation from TDC as there estimate of the tax base for the council in the coming year. This would be influenced, amongst other things by any increase in the number of dwellings, any changes in the number of residents per dwelling, and the possible impact of second home tax changes on parish council tax.
To confirm statement of accounts and the bank reconciliation data to end October. This data was confirmed and signed off by the RFO.
To approve payments likely to be made before the next council meeting in January 2025 and initial proposals on budget and precept for 2025-26. It was not expected that any significant charges would be due before the end of March except for those allowed for in the statements presented to the meeting.
Consideration was given to the proposed cost of repairing the bus shelter and it was agreed that the proposed cost of around £4000 was unaffordable and unreasonable in the circumstances. Further builders would be sought in the hope of obtaining more realistic proposals.
10.
Planning
`
To receive and comment on new planning applications and any decisions reached on prior applications since the last meeting

1: Receive and note updates to X-Link project development. Advice had been received that the company had lodged with the Planning Authority the initial request for consent for the application to go forward. The Secretary of State had 4 weeks to respond after which, if granted, the detailed consideration would begin. The clerk had confirmed that he should receive all information as and when submitted. The clerk confirmed that he had had no response to the council request to have observer status at the TDC oversight committee.
2: To receive and ratify the Planning Committee report tabled by Cllr J. White. Appended to minutes. Cllr White explained the recommendations made to Councillors.
3: Need for additional member of Planning Committee: An additional member was needed as numbers were down to 4, and often only 3 were available due to work commitments. Efforts to recruit additional council members were having little success.
11:
To note quotations received from insurance suppliers re Council Year 2025/26.  Based on the information received to date the chair and RFO were authorised to make the choice and proceed without further discussion.
12:
To note proposals by Lloyds Bank re introduction of bank charges from April 1st 2024. We had received notification that, with effect from 1st April 2025, the bank would charge a management fee of c. £51 per annum with small transactional charges. It was agreed that the council should stay with Lloyds Bank and accept the charges.
13:
Correspondence:
Invitation by Dalc to their “meet the leader” event with Councillor McInnes on 17th December 2024. Noted.- Cllr G White to attend.
The meeting was closed at 9.15pm
Date of next meeting, 7:30pm, Thursday 16th January 2025 at Alverdiscott Hall.
Councillor Graham White

Chair of Alverdiscott & Huntshaw Parish Council

3th December 2024
