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CRAWFORD NEWS 

Reliable Newspaper Deliveries 
 

SIX DAYS A WEEK 

Alverdiscott & Surrounding Areas 

Tel: 01805 625592 Mob: 07850 617372 

AUTO-MO-BEEL                      Huntshaw Cross Cottage 

Prop. V. C. Beel A.M.I.M.I                     Huntshaw Cross 

                                                         Yarnscombe EX31 3ND 
 

            Vehicle Servicing & Repairs - Auto Electrics 

           Computerised Engine Diagnostics, Tyre Sales  
          MOT Test Centre, Garden Machinery Repairs. 

                         Tel/Fax: 01805 624823 

                           Mob: 07976 986908 

                    email: viv@automobeel.co.uk 

                 Web Site www.automobeel.co.uk  

P D B Plumbing 

Plumbing - Heating - Gas 
 

 01271 858549 

07957 218532 

**Free Estimates** 

24 Hour Call Out 

C.T.A. CENTRE - West Park Yarnscombe EX31 3LZ 
 

YOUR LOCAL TRAINING PROVIDER FOR ALL YOUR INDUSTRIAL AND 

CONSTRUCTION TRAINING NEEDS.  

We are able to handle all the classifications of plant for which Construction Skills offer 

CPCS cards. The centre opened in 1991 and comprises a site which replicates all 

construction site conditions. There are 40 acres of dedicated training area plus 7 acres 

of woodland (for chainsaw training) which means that it is possible to carry out more 

than one type of training at any one time.  
 

Contact the team on:   01271 858575  Email:   training@ctacentre.co.uk  

The Local Rag 

Alverdiscott and Huntshaw 

Welcome to the 

November Edition 
Volume 21 Issue 10 

2024 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 

Every year we lead the nation in 

commemorating and honouring those 

who have served and sacrificed. 
 

We remember those who lost their lives on active 

service in all conflicts; from the beginning of the 

First World War right up to the present day, as well 

as all those who have served and their families. 
 

Every year in November, we distribute our paper 

poppies to raise vital funds to help today's Armed 

Forces community.  
 

And it wouldn’t be possible without our incredible 

supporters. 

Whether you’re a 

volunteer, a member 

or a proud Poppy 

appeal collector,  

however you choose 

to support us, we 

couldn’t do it 

without you.  



Publication and Distribution 

From The Assistant Editor 

The Alverdiscott and Huntshaw Local 

Rag is produced by the Editor Elsie 

Potter and Assistant Editor David Potter 

and is distributed, free, by a team of 

volunteers to every residence in our 

area. Finance is provided by the Parish 

Council, income from advertisers and 

donations from community organisations 

and individuals.  Local reporting is easy - 

 e-mail your items to:  

thelocal.rag@btinternet.com  

or drop in to Webbery Cross Cottage. 

The more articles you send the more 

likely the Local Rag is to continue.      

The date for inclusion in the next  issue 

is 20th of each month.  The editor 

reserves the right to accept, reject or 

amend any article submitted.  Any article 

published does not necessarily reflect 

the views of the editorial team.  

The Local Rag  

Webbery Cross Cottage  

Webbery 

EX39 4PU 

Phone 01271 858534 

e-mail thelocal.rag@btinternet.com 

And then suddenly it’s November! 

 

I know I’ve said this before but 

there’s always a lot going on locally, 

you should never be bored.  
 

The next Coffee Morning is for the 

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal - 

details on p4. 
 

The Musical Lunches have been   

popular and well attended through-

out the year. The final one for 2024, 

at All Saints, is on 25 October. See 

p6. 

However there is a possibility that  

they may relocate to the Methodist 

Chapel, in the old schoolroom, 

which means they could keep going    

WTS…  
 

I mentioned it last month, we then 

have our “dream double” Breakfast 

and Lunch opportunity at Huntshaw 

and Alverdiscott - details on p9. It’s 

almost as if they planned it! 
 

Then we have an invitation to   

“Get to know the ropes”           

at Saint Mary Magdalen Church 

Huntshaw -  details on p13. 
 

And finally, the “C” word appears on 

p14 - there's a Christmas Quiz night 

at Alverdiscott Hall on 7 December. 
 

And apparently New Tracey wasn’t 

the only place to experience the  

“effects” of extended Road Works. 

Huntshaw have had their share, and 

you can read Highways response 

starting on p7. 
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Emergencies 

Police - Fire etc.            999 

Electricity             0800 678 3105 

Gas              0800 111 999 

Water                   0344 346 2020 

RSPCA             0300 123 4999 

Calor Gas            0345 744 4999 

_________________________________ 

Medical 

NHS - Advice Line     111 

Barnstaple Hospital        01271 322577 

Bideford Hospital           01271 322577 

Torrington Hospital       01805 622208 
 

For a GP out of hours call Devon 

Doctors on 0845 671 0270  

_________________________________ 

Local Hall Bookings & Enquiries 
 

Alverdiscott Hall     David Potter 

01271 858534 
 

Huntshaw Parish Hall Jenny Staines 

01805 624490 

huntshawparishhall@outlook.com  

Community Contacts  

Advice Lines  

Police    101 

Crimestoppers  0800   555111 

CAB   01805 626126 

FCN   03000 111999 

Samaritans - Free from any phone 116 123 

Western Power Enq. 0800 0963080 

North Devon Council  01271 327711 

Torridge DC                 01237 428700 

Coronavirus Test Line    119 

Sandra Brown PCSO 

30096@dc.police.uk 
 

 

Your local neighbourhood policing 

team at Torrington Police           

Station email address:  
 

torridge@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk  

For routine messages that do not    
require prompt action. 
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halves would take much longer to complete and we thought that given only a  

few properties were along this route that was the best option.  However,  we 

take on board the comments from the residents and in future we will 

engage the CLO on sites such as this to ensure residents are kept fully 

up to date on a daily basis on the work being undertaken. 
 

I am advised that the gang were not working on both sides at the same time and 

therefore the official diversion route was available for use and the use of Forde 

Lane was only an additional option and done so at the residents own 

risk.  Again, we take on board the comments from the residents and in future 

will ensure alternative routes that are likely to be used by locals, are inspected 

and the landowner contacted.  Please note it is the responsibility of the 

landowner to maintain their hedges throughout the year not DCC.  
I will do everything I can to ensure this does not happen again in the future.” 

(Continued from page 11) 

mailto:torrington@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk
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ALVERDISCOTT COMMUNITY HALL and 

FRIENDS of ALL SAINTS CHURCH 

 

 

SATURDAY 7TH DECEMBER 

7pm for 7:30pm 

 

Teams of up to 6 people-£5 per head 

Includes refreshments- with licensed bar 

 

Book your place with Liz White 

01271 858441 or bulworthy@aol.com 
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From the Rector 
 

November holds some significant dates for both the Church of England and for our 

society.  On the 1st of November, Christian’s celebrate All Saints’ Day, and on the 

2nd  we remember All Souls Day.  These two days fall very close to the pagan   

festival of Halloween or Samhain, in fact, All Saints Day is also known as All      

Hallows Eve.  
 

Whilst pagans believe that the 31st October was the time when the veil between 

life and death was at its thinnest, Christians celebrate and remember those who 

we believe to be resting with God. 
 

The differences in celebration are stark, with pagans trying to confuse evil spirits 

by wearing costumes and carving vegetables, because they are fearful of what may 

happen to them.  Christians celebrate the hope of eternal life for their loved ones 

who have died in the faith and they remember Christians who have gone before 

them, sharing the gospel message of hope with others. 
 

In November we also celebrate Remembrance Day, both in Christian and secular 

life.  A day when we can all thank God for those brave people that lay down their 

lives so that we could, and still do, live in freedom.  Jesus said ‘This is my         

commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater 

love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.’ (John 15.11-14). As we   

remember those who have died on the battlefield, or even just remembering those 

who we love that are no longer living among us, Jesus assures us that we have that 

promise of eternal life in heaven with him. 

 

Two Rivers Mission Community has another date to look forward to in            

November, the 17th is when Reverend Gary Owen will be back among us after 

completing his sabbatical.  

 

 

Rev Ally Hope.  



Events at Alverdiscott Methodist Chapel  

 

Coffee Morning 
 

The Coffee Morning in October was for The Moorings @ Barnstable, a 
mental health charity. and we raised the wonderful sum of £110.  
Then on Thursday 7 November we will be raising funds for The Royal 

British Legion Poppy Appeal. The final date for this year will be Thursday 5 

December when we will be raising money for The Harbour Community in 

Bideford, so please do come along - between 10am and noon - and support 

these local causes, hope to see you there.  
 

Garden Club  
 

After a very successful season of  garden visits our last visit for this year will be 

to Philip Squire’s own garden at Bron-y-garth - on October 28th at 2.30pm. 

Everyone is welcome and the cost is just £1.00. 

For the latest information contact Philip Squire on 01237 473692.  

Page 4 

***CRAFT and CHATTER*** 
 

!!!The monthly craft club!!!  

Monday 4 November from 2pm to 4pm. 

Meeting in the School Room at Alverdiscott Chapel. 

Bring your knitting, crochet, sewing, painting or whatever craft you enjoy.  

Plenty of parking.  Tea, coffee and biscuits provided all for £1. 
 

For further details contact Wendy on 01271 858539. 

Alverdiscott All Saints Church 

 

Wednesday18 December 7.00pm Carol Service 

       With mulled wine & mince pies 

Sunday 29 December  Details to be confirmed 
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Last time the word was: CHOCOLATE 

Only For Fun.  You have 15 minutes to find as many 

words as possible using the letters shown in the grid.  

Each word must contain four or more letters, one of 

which must be the central square.  No letter may be 

used more than once in each word.  No proper nouns, 

plurals or foreign words allowed. There is one nine 

letter word for which the clue is -  Midriff  
 

Word count 24 = Good.  More than 30 = Well done!  

A E I 

L I N 

S T W 

Get to know the Ropes at Huntshaw! 
 

The bells have been chiming the hour in Huntshaw for just over a year 

now and for the start of services, all three bells ring out, at the press of a 

button.  
 

This is because all 3 bells have electronic hammers on the outside and 

only one of the bells has the traditional clapper internally with a rope 

attached for manual use. 
 

But in the first week of November Taylors are due to return to install the 

remaining 2 clappers and ropes into the ‘empty’ bells.  
 

So, we are thinking when that’s done maybe we could set a time to try 

them out and invite any would be ringers to come and have a go….? 

We’d arrange for some competent ringers from nearby towers to come 

and ‘show us the ropes’…….to show how it’s done.  And although we 

don’t expect an instant ‘band’ of ringers to be formed it might be a bit of 

fun for people to try once and learn a bit of the mechanics of how ringing 

works!......And then, who knows! 
 

If you are interested, or even only just vaguely interested, drop a line to 

rsears2017@gmail.com  and when Taylors return in November we can 

let you know of a likely date. 

(Also, in that first week in Nov we possibly could need some help with 

lifting some of the bell wheels, clappers and rope etc. up the tower, to 

assist the bell hanger).  Richard Sears 



Su Doku Puzzle No. 213 

Good Luck…  

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Solution to Su Doku No. 212 
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Huntshaw Church Services 
 

   10 November   10:50am Remembrance Service  

   08 December   11.00am    Morning Worship 

   22 December     7.00pm     Carol Service 
 

Alverdiscott Church Services 

   18 December      7.00pm    Carol Service 

             With mulled wine & mince pies 

   29 December    Details to be confirmed  
 

Please note that my day off is Tuesday and any emails received on this day won't be read until 

Wednesday. Rev Ally - revallyhope@yahoo.com  01805 439085 or 07359 294056 

Anglican Community - Team Rector Rev Gary Owen 

01769 560792    07947 358050 

Alverdiscott Methodist Chapel 

Minister Rev Rob Blackhall 01805 628041  
 

Information about the Methodist Church  

can be found here: 
 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/  and  
 

http://torridgemethodistcircuit.org.uk/   

Services planned for  

Alverdiscott Chapel during Sept - Oct - Nov. 
 

   
    

   03 November  11.00am   Roy Harris 

   17 November  11.00am   Rev Rob Blackhall – HC  
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DEL MAR Landscaping 
 

Garden Design ❖ Construction ❖ Maintenance 
 

  ❖  Decking     ❖  Fencing ❖  Block paving 

  ❖  Patios       ❖  Paths ❖  Ground clearance 

  ❖  Walls       ❖  Steps ❖  All year round 

  ❖  Sheds       ❖  Ponds ❖  Free estimates 

  ❖  Hedgework     ❖  Turfing ❖  Fully insured  
 

Mobiles 07720 179615 or 07791 030025 

e-mail delmar.landscaping@tiscali.co.uk 

ANTS CLEANING SERVICE 
 

Offering various types of cleaning.  

Residential and holiday accommodation catered for. 

Regular or just a one off clean.  Excellent references available.  

Own cleaning materials supplied. 

07504 244542 

01271 858 974 (answerphone) 

FRIENDS OF ALL SAINTS CHURCH  

MUSICAL LUNCH AT ALL SAINTS CHURCH 

25th October 

Light lunch available from 12.30pm, music from 1pm. 
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As previously advised, consultation was undertaken for this site. Two 

weeks prior to the works starting, letters were sent out to all the 

residents, as a result of this letter several phone calls were made from 

residents and the contractor explained how they would gain access to 

their properties.  A few of them were even spoken to by the Agent when 

the road was marked out.  However in hindsight this site should 

have been referred to our Customer Liaison Officer (CLO) to 

ensure a higher level of consultation was available, something 

we will address in the future. 

It is normal practice to plane out the damaged areas ready for treatment 

throughout the whole stretch of road to be treated, the reason for this is 

to save time and money and cause less disruption to the public.  As I 

understand, over the weekends, sections deeper than our safety defect 

measurements were not left open.  For the work to be carried out in 2 

(Continued from page 7) 

 

 

(Continued on page 15) 

DO YOU WANT TO HAVE A SAY IN THE FUTURE? 
 

There are currently two vacancies on Alverdiscott & Huntshaw Parish Council, 

and there will shortly be a third. 
 

Are you prepared to spend a few hours a month to help influence the future of 

the local area, including housing, roads and infrastructure? 
 

It is important that the residents of this area have a say in these, and especially 

with the advent of the Moroccan power line into Alverdiscott, we need a full 

council consisting of residents with knowledge of the area. 
 

I am sure that you do not want our affairs run solely by the District Council, 

which is what will ultimately happen if we are unable to run without at least a 

minimum number of members. 
 

If you feel that you would have something to contribute, please get in touch with 

me, or any of the other councillors – our contact details are in the Rag. 
 

Graham White  

Council Chairman 
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Parish Council News 

Parish Clerk email  alvhuntpc@gmail.com   Please note new address 
 

Parish Council Facebook page:    @alverdiscotthuntshaw   
 

Parish Council Website:    https://alverdiscott-huntshaw-parish.org.uk   
 

The Local Rag is available to view on the PC website  

Parish Councillor Names and Contact Numbers 
 

 Graham White - Chair                      01271 858441 

 Liz Meaney - Vice Chair         01805 624990 

 Bernard Hardwicke           01271 858676 

 Helen Bolton            01271 858885 

 Caroline Lewis            07890 764234 

 Gill Ross              01271 858392 

 James White            01271 858580  

 Paul Matthews            01271 858652 

 Alan Matthewman - Parish Clerk      01769 560740 
                                E&OE 

County and District Councillors and Police & Crime Commissioner 
 

County Councillor  

  Linda Hellyer     linda.hellyer@devon.gov.uk      07828 758360 
 

District Councillors 

  Rosemary Lock  councillor.lock@torridge.gov.uk     01805 804254 

  Thomas Elliott   councillor.elliott@torridge.gov.uk  01805 804473  
 

PCC for Devon, Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly 

  Alison Hernandez alison@alisonhernandez.co.uk    01392 459808 

Notice of Parish Council Meetings 
Vacancies have arisen on the parish council, one to represent Alverdiscott,  and the 

other for Huntshaw.  Council meetings will now take place every other month on 

the third Thursday, alternating between the two village halls.   

The next meeting will be on Thursday 21st November in  

Huntshaw Parish Hall at 7.30pm - all are welcome. 

We would welcome those interested in becoming a councillor, and invite you to come 

along and give a (very!) short presentation about yourself. 

Graham White - Chair. 
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FLUSH AND SAVE 
 

STOP!  BEFORE YOU CHANGE YOUR BOILER  
 

Is it completely broken? Is it just getting old? 
OR Is it not giving you heat through your radiators as much as it should? 

BEFORE doing anything. 

Ring this number and talk to the experts free of charge on 01271 379663. 
It costs nothing to listen but it could cost you a lot not to. 

CALL TODAY - DON’T DELAY 

HUNTSHAW Road Works Update 

During the recent roadworks, in the Huntshaw area, I have received a lot 

of emails from people who were unhappy, particularly, and 

understandably, those in Guscott. I had various conversations with our 

neighbourhood highways officers manager, as she had the overview.   In 

turn, I know she has gone back several times to the contractor, at my 

request, as I was not satisfied with the answers they were giving. Below is 

what she has sent to me, and it sounds as if some lessons have been 

learned. From my point of view, it all seemed to go downhill when the 

agent, Scott, went on holiday without leaving a named person for 

residents to speak to.  Graham White. 

 

Highways said:- 

  
“I have spoken at length with the contractor regarding the various issues 

that have come up from the residents for this site.  It is very unfortunate 

that the works here have caused so much upset to the local community, 

something we very much regret and wish to avoid in the future.  

I can advise that although it may have appeared that emergency access 

was not maintained, in the event of an emergency vehicle requiring access 

then the work gang would have allowed them through, I understand there 

was no incident that required this access. 

 

(Continued on page 11) 

mailto:alvhuntpc@gmail.com
mailto:@alverdiscotthuntshaw
mailto:https://alverdiscott-huntshaw-parish.org.uk
mailto:linda.hellyer@devon.gov.uk
mailto:councillor.lock@torridge.gov.uk
mailto:alison@alisonhernandez.co.uk
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HEDDENS OF WOODTOWN FARM 

BESPOKE VEGETABLE BOXES and FARM SHOP 
 

Carrots - Broccoli - Onions 

Parsnips - Cauliflower - Swede 
*****Local Delivery Available***** 

 

Enquires and Orders phone Michael: 07738 163912  

 email - woodtownfarm@outlook.com  

Or visit our Website  

www.heddensofwoodtown.co.uk  

 Domestic Appliance Repairs 
 

    Fast Reliable Service To All Makes 

Washing Machines - Dishwashers - Refrigeration 
 

          No Call Out Fee  

                 Call Andy on - 07970 833603 

Friends of All Saints Church October Draw Prize Winners 
 

1st     Michelle Huxtable   £25 

2nd     Megan Saunders    £15 

3rd     Nigel Short         £10 
 

Anyone who is not a member of the Supporters Club but would like to join should 

contact Louise Saunders on 01271 858522 or, email louisesaunders4bp@gmail.com  

Advertising in your Local Rag is easy and produces great results. 
 

210 Local Rags are distributed every month, some even find their way out of the 

local area.  The Rag is also available to view on the Parish Council website, all 

for a very reasonable annual fee.   

Small-ad’s and items for sale are usually included free of charge. 

Call or email for full details. 
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FRIENDS OF ALL SAINTS CHURCH 

SUNDAY LUNCH 

Alverdiscott Community Hall 

24 November 2024  

 

 

 

 

 

 

12.30pm for 1pm 

 

2 course meal with a glass of wine 

Tickets £20 

Book your place with Louise Saunders 01271 858522   

louisesaunders4bp@gmail.com  

 

Huntshaw Village 
Breakfast 

Sunday 24 November 

Call 01805 624490 to book 

9 am – 11 am in the Hall 

£8 pp 

mailto:louisesaunders4bp@gmail.com

