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CRAWFORD NEWS 

Reliable Newspaper Deliveries 
 

SIX DAYS A WEEK 

Alverdiscott & Surrounding Areas 

Tel: 01805 625592 Mob: 07850 617372 

AUTO-MO-BEEL                      Huntshaw Cross Cottage 

Prop. V. C. Beel A.M.I.M.I                     Huntshaw Cross 

                                                         Yarnscombe EX31 3ND 
 

            Vehicle Servicing & Repairs - Auto Electrics 

           Computerised Engine Diagnostics, Tyre Sales  
          MOT Test Centre, Garden Machinery Repairs. 

                         Tel/Fax: 01805 624823 

                           Mob: 07976 986908 

                    email: viv@automobeel.co.uk 

                 Web Site www.automobeel.co.uk  

P D B Plumbing 

Plumbing - Heating - Gas 
 

 01271 858549 

07957 218532 

**Free Estimates** 

24 Hour Call Out 

C.T.A. CENTRE - West Park Yarnscombe EX31 3LZ 
 

YOUR LOCAL TRAINING PROVIDER FOR ALL YOUR INDUSTRIAL AND 

CONSTRUCTION TRAINING NEEDS.  

We are able to handle all the classifications of plant for which Construction Skills offer 

CPCS cards. The centre opened in 1991 and comprises a site which replicates all 

construction site conditions. There are 40 acres of dedicated training area plus 7 acres 

of woodland (for chainsaw training) which means that it is possible to carry out more 

than one type of training at any one time.  
 

Contact the team on:   01271 858575  Email:   training@ctacentre.co.uk  

The Local Rag 

Alverdiscott and Huntshaw 

Welcome to the 

October Edition 
Volume 21 Issue 9 

2024 



Publication and Distribution 

From The Assistant Editor 

The Alverdiscott and Huntshaw Local 

Rag is produced by the Editor Elsie 

Potter and Assistant Editor David Potter 

and is distributed, free, by a team of 

volunteers to every residence in our 

area. Finance is provided by the Parish 

Council, income from advertisers and 

donations from community organisations 

and individuals.  Local reporting is easy - 

 e-mail your items to:  

thelocal.rag@btinternet.com  

or drop in to Webbery Cross Cottage. 

The more articles you send the more 

likely the Local Rag is to continue.      

The date for inclusion in the next  issue 

is 20th of each month.  The editor 

reserves the right to accept, reject or 

amend any article submitted.  Any article 

published does not necessarily reflect 

the views of the editorial team.  

The Local Rag  

Webbery Cross Cottage  

Webbery 

EX39 4PU 

Phone 01271 858534 

e-mail thelocal.rag@btinternet.com 

Well that month certainly flew by!  

Only seems a matter of days ago that 

I was sitting here typing just as I am 

now. 
 

The Harvest Suppers have been and 

gone, and very nice too.  
 

We can now look forward to: 
 

Pub Games and Charity Race Night 

on 26 October at Huntshaw. See p7. 

 

Then on 27 October there is the Big 

Breakfast at Alverdiscott.  See p9. 
 

But then on Sunday 24 November 

there is a Breakfast event at 

Huntshaw AND a Sunday Lunch at 

Alverdiscott!  So, if you play your 

cards right, you could get to both of 

them and avoid the cooking and the  

washing up for a whole day!!!  

Details on p11 and p14.  

The road works and associated road 

closures have finally come to an end 

but the traffic flow has not returned 

to the way it was.  The lane from 

Alverdiscott to Bideford became 

very busy when it was part of the 

diversion route and OK, I guess I   

understand why that was.  But what 

is apparent now is that things have 

not returned to the way they were.  

It seems that some of the traffic that 

had to come past our gate on the 

diversion has decided to carry on 

using our lane rather than go back to 

the route they were using.  

I know it’s a public road and anyone 

can use it but it really isn’t up to the 

number of cars and vans that are 

now using it.   

Some of them travelling far too fast 

and oblivious to the dangers. And 

don’t get me started on those who 

can’t or won’t reverse…  
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Emergencies 

Police - Fire etc.            999 

Electricity             0800 678 3105 

Gas              0800 111 999 

Water                   0344 346 2020 

RSPCA             0300 123 4999 

Calor Gas            0345 744 4999 

_________________________________ 

Medical 

NHS - Advice Line     111 

Barnstaple Hospital        01271 322577 

Bideford Hospital           01271 322577 

Torrington Hospital       01805 622208 
 

For a GP out of hours call Devon 

Doctors on 0845 671 0270  

_________________________________ 

Local Hall Bookings & Enquiries 
 

Alverdiscott Hall     David Potter 

01271 858534 
 

Huntshaw Parish Hall Jenny Staines 

01805 624490 

huntshawparishhall@outlook.com  

Community Contacts  

Advice Lines  

Police    101 

Crimestoppers  0800   555111 

CAB   01805 626126 

FCN   03000 111999 

Samaritans - Free from any phone 116 123 

Western Power Enq. 0800 0963080 

North Devon Council  01271 327711 

Torridge DC                 01237 428700 

Coronavirus Test Line    119 

Sandra Brown PCSO 

30096@dc.police.uk 
 

 

Your local neighbourhood policing 

team at Torrington Police           

Station email address:  
 

torridge@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk  

For routine messages that do not    
require prompt action. 
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than me. 

They seem much more wrinkled, from 

what I can see. 

I’ve got “character lines,” not wrinkles 

... for sure, 

But don’t call me old ... just call me 

mature. 

The steps in the houses they’re building 

today 

Are so high that they take ... your 

breath all away; 

And the streets are much steeper than  

 

10 years ago. 

That should explain why my walking is 

slow. 

But I’m keeping up on what’s hip and 

what’s new, 

And I think I can still dance a mean 

boogaloo. 

I’m still in the running ... in this I’m 

secure, 

I’m not really old ... I’m only ------ 
 

Anon. 

(Continued from page 13) 

mailto:torrington@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk


  Page 14 

 

FRIENDS OF ALL SAINTS CHURCH 

SUNDAY LUNCH 

Alverdiscott Community Hall 

24 November 2024  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12.30pm for 1pm 

 

2 course meal with a glass of wine 

Tickets £20 

Book your place with Louise Saunders 01271 858522   

louisesaunders4bp@gmail.com 
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From the Rector 
 

September and October are the months for harvest services and harvest suppers 

in the church calendar, so as I am writing this, I am very much thinking about    

creation all around us and the work that goes into producing our daily meals. 
 

The reading for harvest is Matthew 6  25 - 33, it speaks of God as the provider for 

all our needs and addresses our very human instinct to anxiously worry about not 

having enough. In society today, anxiety and worry seem to be a common feature, 

and I personally think that this is exacerbated by social media, marketing and     

advertising. It is hard to escape the constant messages we receive about what we 

should be spending our money on, the clothes we should wear, the car we should 

drive and the phone we should own. We receive constant messages about the 

most up-to-date devices that will improve our quality of life! When, if we are   

honest, what we really need is food, water, shelter, and love. 
 

I think it is interesting to note that Jesus felt that anxious worry was one of the 

human conditions that he needed to address in his short ministry. Verse 27 says 

‘And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life?’ In our 

modern society we could add to this that anxiety might even shorten our life span 

as the physical symptoms can be increased heart rate, reduced sleep, digestive 

problems, and the list goes on.  
 

So, how do we reduce our inclination to anxiously worry about not having 

enough? Maybe we need to practice gratefulness, acknowledging what we do have, 

especially when what we have is enough. Our harvest services do this well, joining 

in prayers of gratefulness for creation, for the food that is a product of both     

creation, and the hard work put in by farmers.  It is also a time when we think 

about those who may not have enough and when we make an offering to those 

people, sending both food and monetary donations to the foodbank or the     

Freedom Community Alliance.  
 

Jesus petitions us to not worry about what we will eat or what we will wear, but 

to be concerned about righteousness. He has given us the promise of a better life, 

in the kingdom that is yet to come, it will be a kingdom where food and clothing is 

not a concern. To prepare for this, we should focus on higher things, like caring 

for others and fighting against injustice. This may well be petitioning against unjust 

systems that see people starving, while others throw food away. 
 

For now, I will leave you with these words from verse 34, ‘So do not worry about 

tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is enough 

for today’.  Rev Ally Hope. 

mailto:louisesaunders4bp@gmail.com


Events at Alverdiscott Methodist Chapel  

Coffee Morning 
 

The Coffee Morning in September was for the Farming Community Network 

and we raised £100.  The next event, on Thursday 3 October is for The 

Moorings @ Barnstable a mental health charity. Then on Thursday 7 

November we will be raising funds for The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal, 

so please do come along - between 10am and noon - and support these local 

causes, hope to see you there.  
 

Garden Club  
 

The Garden Club meetings are normally on the last Monday of each month 

(except Bank Holidays when it will usually be the Monday before) at 2.30pm in 

the Chapel schoolroom. The visit to The Forge in Horwood was much enjoyed, 

and the weather was kind!  Everyone is welcome and the cost is just £1.00. 

For the latest information contact Philip Squire on 01237 473692. 
 

The new Craft and Chatter group got off to a flying start with a dozen 

“crafty types” getting together for a pleasant afternoon.  

The next meeting is on Monday 7 October.  Details below. 
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***CRAFT and CHATTER*** 
 

!!!The new monthly craft club!!!  

Monday 7 October from 2pm to 4pm. 

Meeting in the School Room at Alverdiscott Chapel. 

Bring your knitting, crochet, sewing, painting or whatever craft you enjoy.  

Plenty of parking.  Tea, coffee and biscuits provided all for £1. 
 

For further details contact Wendy on 01271 858539. 

Alverdiscott Church Harvest Thanksgiving Service  

There will be a Harvest Thanksgiving service at Alverdiscott Parish Church on 

Sunday September 29th at 11.00 am.  

Followed by light refreshments and fellowship. 

We do hope you will be able to join us for this traditional service. 

Barbara Ford 
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Last time the word was: REARRANGE 

Only For Fun.  You have 15 minutes to find as many 

words as possible using the letters shown in the grid.  

Each word must contain four or more letters, one of 

which must be the central square.  No letter may be 

used more than once in each word.  No proper nouns, 

plurals or foreign words allowed. There is one nine 

letter word for which the clue is -  Milk or Plain 
 

Word count 18 = Good.  More than 24 = Well done!  

E A H 

C O O 

T L C 

Recognise any of this..? 
 

I’m not old, I’m only mature 

Today at the drugstore, the clerk was 

a gent. 

From my purchase, this chap took off 

10 percent. 

I asked for the cause of a lesser 

amount; 

And he answered, “Because of the 

Seniors Discount.” 

I went to McDonald’s for a burger and 

fries; 

And there, once again, got quite a 

surprise. 

The clerk poured some coffee which 

he handed to me. 

He said, “For you seniors, the coffee is 

free.” 

Understand — I’m not old — I’m 

merely mature; 

But some things are changing, 

temporarily, I’m sure. 

The newspaper print gets smaller each 

day, 

And people speak softer — can’t hear 

what they say. 

My teeth are my own (I have the 

receipt), 

and my glasses identify people I meet. 

Oh, I’ve slowed down a bit ... not a 

lot, I am sure. 

You see, I’m not old ... I’m only 

mature. 

The gold in my hair has been bleached 

by the sun. 

You should see all the damage that 

chlorine has done. 

Washing my hair has turned it all 

white, 

But don’t call it grey ... saying “blonde” 

is just right. 

My car is all paid for ... not a nickel is 

owed. 

Yet a kid yells, “Old duffer ... get off of 

the road!” 

My car has no scratches ... not even a 

dent. 

Still, I get all that guff from a punk 

who’s “Hell bent.” 

My friends all get older ... much faster 

(Continued on page 15) 



Su Doku Puzzle No. 212 

Good Luck…  

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Solution to Su Doku No. 211 
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   6  9  4  

  8  5  6   

 5    8   3 

3    1 2    

 1  9      

2  6 3   5   

 2    5  8 9 

9      4   

  3    2  1 

4 6 7 3 1 9 2 5 8 

2 5 8 6 4 7 1 9 3 

9 1 3 8 2 5 4 7 6 

1 8 2 7 5 4 6 3 9 

7 4 9 1 6 3 8 2 5 

6 3 5 9 8 2 7 4 1 

3 9 6 2 7 1 5 8 4 

5 7 1 4 3 8 9 6 2 

8 2 4 5 9 6 3 1 7 

Leisure 
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Huntshaw Church Services 
 

   10 November   10:50am Remembrance Service  

   08 December   11.00am    Sunday Service 

   22 December     7.00pm    Carol Service 

 
Rev Gary’s sabbatical: 27th July to 18th November. 

During Gary’s sabbatical, the first point of contact for church will be the        

Rev Ally Hope, our curate, on revallyhope@yahoo.com or  01805 439085, or 

07359 294056, or your local church focal minister or church wardens.  

 

Please note that my day off is Tuesday and any emails received on this day won't be read until 

Wednesday - Rev Ally. 

Anglican Community - Team Rector Rev Gary Owen 

01769 560792    07947 358050 

Alverdiscott Methodist Chapel 

Minister Rev Rob Blackhall 01805 628041  
 

Information about the Methodist Church  

can be found here: 
 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/  and  
 

http://torridgemethodistcircuit.org.uk/   

Services planned for  

Alverdiscott Chapel during Sept - Oct - Nov. 
 

   

   29 September  11.00am   At Parish Church 
 

   06 October   11.00am   Rev Rob Blackhall – Harvest  

   20 October   11.00am   Rev Paul Booth 
 

   03 November  11.00am   Roy Harris 

   17 November  11.00am   Rev Rob Blackhall – HC  
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DEL MAR Landscaping 
 

Garden Design ❖ Construction ❖ Maintenance 
 

  ❖  Decking     ❖  Fencing ❖  Block paving 

  ❖  Patios       ❖  Paths ❖  Ground clearance 

  ❖  Walls       ❖  Steps ❖  All year round 

  ❖  Sheds       ❖  Ponds ❖  Free estimates 

  ❖  Hedgework     ❖  Turfing ❖  Fully insured  
 

Mobiles 07720 179615 or 07791 030025 

e-mail delmar.landscaping@tiscali.co.uk 

ANTS CLEANING SERVICE 
 

Offering various types of cleaning.  

Residential and holiday accommodation catered for. 

Regular or just a one off clean.  Excellent references available.  

Own cleaning materials supplied. 

07504 244542 

01271 858 974 (answerphone) 

FRIENDS OF ALL SAINTS CHURCH  

MUSICAL LUNCH AT ALL SAINTS CHURCH 

27th September 

Light lunch available from 12.30pm, music from 1pm. 
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***Huntshaw Village Breakfast*** 

Sunday 24th November 

++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Details in the November Rag…  

DO YOU WANT TO HAVE A SAY IN THE FUTURE? 
  

There are currently two vacancies on Alverdiscott & Huntshaw Parish Council, 

and there will shortly be a third. 
 

Are you prepared to spend a few hours a month to help influence the future of 

the local area, including housing, roads and infrastructure? 
 

It is important that the residents of this area have a say in these, and especially 

with the advent of the Moroccan power line into Alverdiscott, we need a full 

council consisting of residents with knowledge of the area. 
 

I am sure that you do not want our affairs run solely by the District Council, 

which is what will ultimately happen if we are unable to run without at least a 

minimum number of members. 
 

If you feel that you would have something to contribute, please get in touch with 

me, or any of the other councillors – our contact details are in the Rag. 
 

Graham White  

Council Chairman 
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Parish Council News 

Parish Clerk email  alvhuntpc@gmail.com   Please note new address 
 

Parish Council Facebook page:    @alverdiscotthuntshaw   
 

Parish Council Website:    https://alverdiscott-huntshaw-parish.org.uk   
 

The Local Rag is available to view on the PC website  

Parish Councillor Names and Contact Numbers 
 

 Graham White - Chair                      01271 858441 

 Liz Meaney - Vice Chair         01805 624990 

 Bernard Hardwicke           01271 858676 

 Helen Bolton            01271 858885 

 Caroline Lewis            07890 764234 

 Gill Ross              01271 858392 

 James White            01271 858580  

 Paul Matthews            01271 858652 

 Alan Matthewman - Parish Clerk      01769 560740 
                                E&OE 

County and District Councillors and Police & Crime Commissioner 
 

County Councillor  

  Linda Hellyer     linda.hellyer@devon.gov.uk      07828 758360 
 

District Councillors 

  Rosemary Lock  councillor.lock@torridge.gov.uk     01805 804254 

  Thomas Elliott   councillor.elliott@torridge.gov.uk  01805 804473  
 

PCC for Devon, Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly 

  Alison Hernandez alison@alisonhernandez.co.uk    01392 459808 

Notice of Parish Council Meetings 
Vacancies have arisen on the parish council, one to represent Alverdiscott,  and the 

other for Huntshaw.  Council meetings will now take place every other month on 

the third Thursday, alternating between the two village halls.   

The next meeting will be on Thursday 21st November in  

Huntshaw Parish Hall at 7.30pm - all are welcome. 

We would welcome those interested in becoming a councillor, and invite you to come 

along and give a (very!) short presentation about yourself. 

Graham White - Chair. 
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FLUSH AND SAVE 
 

STOP!  BEFORE YOU CHANGE YOUR BOILER  
 

Is it completely broken? Is it just getting old? 
OR Is it not giving you heat through your radiators as much as it should? 

BEFORE doing anything. 

Ring this number and talk to the experts free of charge on 01271 379663. 
It costs nothing to listen but it could cost you a lot not to. 

CALL TODAY - DON’T DELAY 

 

Horse racing           Licensed Bar (cash only) 

   

              

      Skittles                  Darts 

 

All welcome 

Saturday 26
th

 October at 7.30pm 

Huntshaw Hall 

Please call 01805 624990 so we can make sure we 

have enough snacks! 

Pub Games and   

Charity Race Night 

mailto:alvhuntpc@gmail.com
mailto:@alverdiscotthuntshaw
mailto:https://alverdiscott-huntshaw-parish.org.uk
mailto:linda.hellyer@devon.gov.uk
mailto:councillor.lock@torridge.gov.uk
mailto:alison@alisonhernandez.co.uk
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HEDDENS OF WOODTOWN FARM 

BESPOKE VEGETABLE BOXES and FARM SHOP 
 

Carrots - Broccoli - Onions 

Parsnips - Cauliflower - Swede 
*****Local Delivery Available***** 

 

Enquires and Orders phone Michael: 07738 163912  

 email - woodtownfarm@outlook.com  

Or visit our Website  

www.heddensofwoodtown.co.uk  

 Domestic Appliance Repairs 
 

    Fast Reliable Service To All Makes 

Washing Machines - Dishwashers - Refrigeration 
 

          No Call Out Fee  

                 Call Andy on - 07970 833603 

Friends of All Saints Church September Draw Prize Winners 
 

1st     Wendy Bysouth    £25 

2nd     Helen White        £15 

3rd     Sarah Andrews       £10 
 

Anyone who is not a member of the Supporters Club but would like to join should 

contact Louise Saunders on 01271 858522 or, email louisesaunders4bp@gmail.com  

Advertising in your Local Rag is easy and produces great results. 
 

210 Local Rags are distributed every month, some even find their way out of the 

local area.  The Rag is also available to view on the Parish Council website, all 

for a very reasonable annual fee.   

Small-ad’s and items for sale are usually included free of charge. 

Call or email for full details. 
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Alverdiscott Community Hall  
 

Sunday 27 October  

From 9:00am to 1:00pm.  

Adults - £10   Under 10s - £5  


