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CRAWFORD NEWS 

Reliable Newspaper Deliveries 
 

SIX DAYS A WEEK 

Alverdiscott & Surrounding Areas 

Tel: 01805 625592 Mob: 07850 617372 

AUTO-MO-BEEL                      Huntshaw Cross Cottage 

Prop. V. C. Beel A.M.I.M.I                     Huntshaw Cross 

                                                         Yarnscombe EX31 3ND 
 

            Vehicle Servicing & Repairs - Auto Electrics 

           Computerised Engine Diagnostics, Tyre Sales  
          MOT Test Centre, Garden Machinery Repairs. 

                         Tel/Fax: 01805 624823 

                           Mob: 07976 986908 

                    email: viv@automobeel.co.uk 

                 Web Site www.automobeel.co.uk  

Towsers 

Country Kennels 
________________________________________________________________ 

Tel. 01271 858366 

Deepy Park • Stony Cross • Bideford • Devon • EX39 4PU 

North Devon’s favoured country kennels 

With Veterinary approval  
5 star rated by Torridge District Council 

P D B Plumbing 

Plumbing - Heating - Gas 
 

 01271 858549 

07957 218532 

**Free Estimates** 

24 Hour Call Out 

The Local Rag 

Alverdiscott and Huntshaw 

Welcome to the 

May Edition 

Volume 21 Issue 4 

2024 

House martins arrived over Webbery Cross Cottage on Sunday 14 April.  

Swallows arrived Thursday 18 April. Pictures are Courtesy of the RSPB 

House Martin 

Swallow 



Publication and Distribution 

From The Assistant Editor 

The Alverdiscott and Huntshaw Local 

Rag is produced by the Editor Elsie 

Potter and Assistant Editor David Potter 

and is distributed, free, by a team of 

volunteers to every residence in our 

area. Finance is provided by the Parish 

Council, income from advertisers and 

donations from community organisations 

and individuals.  Local reporting is easy - 

 e-mail your items to:  

thelocal.rag@btinternet.com  

or drop in to Webbery Cross Cottage. 

The more articles you send the more 

likely the Local Rag is to continue.      

The date for inclusion in the next  issue 

is 20th of each month.  The editor 

reserves the right to accept, reject or 

amend any article submitted.  Any article 

published does not necessarily reflect 

the views of the editorial team.  

The Local Rag  

Webbery Cross Cottage  

Webbery 

EX39 4PU 

Phone 01271 858534 

e-mail thelocal.rag@btinternet.com 

Welcome to the May Local Rag. 
 

The talk at the Garden Club meeting, 

by Alison and Stuart was really very 

interesting and informative. One of 

the subjects it brought to our      

attention was the potential problems 

that may come from the continued 

invasion of the UK by the Asian  

Hornet.  

This voracious predator presents a 

real danger to our native bees which 

are already under a lot of pressure 

from pesticides and climate change. 

The Asian Hornet has already      

become a problem across much of 

Europe and has also made its way to 

the Channel Islands.  They’ve also 

been seen in Plymouth, and other 

parts of the UK. A report from the 

Channel Islands said, “The full impact 

on native ecology is not fully known 

at the moment, but individual bee   

keepers can certainly testify to the 

dire effect of Asian hornets.” 

“The most dangerous time in terms 

of numbers is September/October 

but in late May/early June the nests 

will contain worker hornets who will 

defend the nest if it is disturbed.”  

If you think you may have spotted 

one locally you are asked to report it 

to:   alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk  

Trap it if you can, but be very, very 

careful, they have a painful sting! 

The British Beekeepers Association 

website: www.bbka.org.uk has heaps 

of useful information on the subject.  

Page 2 

Emergencies 

Police - Fire etc.            999 

Electricity             0800 678 3105 

Gas              0800 111 999 

Water                            0344 346 2020 

RSPCA                            0300 123 4999 

Calor Gas                       0345 744 4999 

_________________________________ 

Medical 

NHS - Advice Line     111 

Barnstaple Hospital        01271 322577 

Bideford Hospital           01271 322577 

Torrington Hospital       01805 622208 
 

For a GP out of hours call Devon 

Doctors on 0845 671 0270  

_________________________________ 

Local Hall Bookings & Enquiries 
 

Alverdiscott Hall     David Potter

             01271 858534 
 

Huntshaw Parish Hall Jenny Staines 

             01805 624490 

huntshawparishhall@outlook.com  

Community Contacts  

Advice Lines  

Police    101 

Crimestoppers  0800   555111 

CAB   01805 626126 

FCN   03000 111999 

Samaritans - Free from any phone 116 123 

Western Power Enq. 0800 0963080 

North Devon Council  01271 327711 

Torridge DC                 01237 428700 
 

Coronavirus Test Line    119 
 

Sandra Brown PCSO 

30096@dc.police.uk 
 

Your local neighbourhood policing 

team at Torrington Police           

Station email address:  
 

torridge@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk  

For routine messages that do not    
require prompt action. 
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***** Quiz Nite *****  

Lovacott Village Hall  
 

Friday 17th May - 7 for 7.30pm. 

 £8 per person wine and nibbles included.  

 

Maximum of 6 people per team.  

Proceeds to the Social Club.  

 

Telephone 07510 147546 to enter your team. 

mailto:torrington@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk
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Huntshaw Village Hall 
 

Huntshaw village hall is 100 hundred years old!  

It was built in 1924 on land donated by the then  

Lord Clinton and indentured in 1925.   

 

We will be celebrating with a party next year and in the 

meantime, I am compiling a brief history of the hall. I would 

love to hear from anyone who has memories and/or photos 

of this wonderful place.  

I can be contacted via email: audreyalimo@yahoo.co.uk   

 

The photo below should get those memories flowing. 
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From the Rector 

 

The California Institute of Technology believes that we human beings can only see 

5% of the universe; the other 95% being made up of dark matter and dark energy 

(website 2019). I’m no scientist. They may well be right. 

But I am convinced that there are lots of things that we can’t see that are real 

nonetheless. Love would be one of them. 

God, of course, would be another. 

Although God is invisible to the human eye, God has not left us to just guess at 

what he’s like. He has revealed himself in creation… who hasn’t gazed at a beauti-

ful sunset and been left in awe at the One who made it?  

God has revealed himself through prophets; we read about them in the Old Testa-

ment of the Bible.  

 

But God has revealed himself supremely in Jesus. In Jesus, God became man and 

lived among us. Jesus showed us what God is like and taught us all about him. “If 

you have seen me, you have seen the Father”, Jesus said (John 14.9). 

One of the things Jesus taught his followers was how to relate to the invisible God 

who dwells in “unapproachable light”. He taught that through faith in him, we can 

talk to God and listen to him. “Our Father, who art in heaven” Jesus said to begin 

our prayers. The God who fills the heavens with his glory can be known as a loving 

and present heavenly father, who is interested in even us. 

 

What did Jesus then suggest that we talk to God about? 

Firstly, to offer our thanks and praise: “hallowed be thy name” 

Then, to pray for God’s will to be done on earth as it is in heaven… and wouldn’t 

the world be a better place if we did listen to God and do as he says! 

And finally, to pray for our own needs and the needs of others: for the things we 

need in life, for forgiveness and for help to resist temptation. 

So, let’s not fall into the trap of only believing that what we can see is real. To do 

so would be to miss out on so much that is good and life giving… not least a rela-

tionship with the God who made us, loves us and has plans for our lives. 

 
 

Rev Gary Owen     

01769 560792  07947 358050  
 

www.tworiversmissioncommunity.org  

http://www.tworiversmissioncommunity.org


Events at Alverdiscott Methodist Chapel  
 

Coffee Morning 
 

The Coffee Morning in March was for Water Aid and raised £95, so well done 

everyone, and thank you.  The next event is on Thursday 2 May, and all 

money raised will go to Chapel Funds.  After that on 6 June we will be 

raising money for Action for Children and then on 4 July it will be for Over 

and Above, the after care unit, at NDDH. So please do come along - between 

10am and noon - and support these important causes, hope to see you there.  

 
Garden Club  
 

The Garden Club meetings are normally on the last Monday of each month 

(except Bank Holidays when it will usually be the Monday before) at 2.30pm in 

the Chapel schoolroom. The next one is on 29 April and then 20 May. 

Everyone is welcome and the cost is just £1.00. 
 

For the latest information contact Philip Squire on 01237 473692. 
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Thy Kingdom Come 11 Days of Prayer  

From Ascension (Thursday 9th May) to Pentecost (Sunday 19th May) The Two Rivers 

Mission Community will be joining in with the global prayer event, Thy Kingdom Come 

started by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York. We’ll be praying for our local 

communities, country and the wider world. We’ll be praying specifically for people to 

discover the love of God and life in all its fulness through Jesus. You’re invited to join us.  

Details are on our website: www.tworiversmissioncommunity.org/whats-on/spring-

2024/   -   or email revgaryowen@gmail.com about specific events. 
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Last time the word was: CROSSWORD 
Only For Fun.  You have 15 minutes to find as many 

words as possible using the letters shown in the grid.  

Each word must contain four or more letters, one of 

which must be the central square.  No letter may be 

used more than once in each word.  No proper nouns, 

plurals or foreign words allowed. There is one nine 

letter word for which the clue is -  Climax 
 

Word count 25 = Good.  More than 35 = Well done!  

D C C 

S R N 

E E O 

Leisure 

As promised… 

A few more witty one liners 

 

What was the best thing before sliced bread? 

 

Why do they call it a TV set when you only get one? 

 

If a stealth bomber crashes in the forest, does it make a sound? 

 

Do cemetery workers actually prefer the graveyard shift? 

 

Is it possible to be totally partial? 

 

When it rains, why don’t sheep shrink? 

 

Why doesn’t Tarzan have a beard? 

 

And finally, Superman could stop bullets with his chest, so why did he always 

duck when someone threw their gun at him? 

 

 

More next month, yes there are still some more to come…  



Su Doku Puzzle No. 207 

Good Luck…  

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Solution to Su Doku No. 206 
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 5   9  4  6 

8        3 

   6  5 1   

     4    

9  2  5   3  

 7 6       

  8 3 4  2   

   1      

  9   6 7  1 

8 9 4 5 2 7 6 1 3 

5 3 1 8 6 9 4 2 7 

2 6 7 4 3 1 9 5 8 

7 1 8 6 9 4 2 3 5 

6 4 3 2 1 5 8 7 9 

9 5 2 3 7 8 1 4 6 

4 8 6 1 5 3 7 9 2 

1 7 5 9 8 2 3 6 4 

3 2 9 7 4 6 5 8 1 

Leisure 

Alverdiscott Methodist Chapel 

Minister Rev Rob Blackhall 01805 628041 

Information about the Methodist Church  

can be found here: 
 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/ 
 

http://torridgemethodistcircuit.org.uk/   
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   Huntshaw Church Services 
 

Sunday 11th May: Morning worship for  

Ascension and Pentecost; 11.00am. 
 

Friday 17th May: Thy Kingdom Come prayers; 10.00am. (15 minutes).  
 

Sunday 9th June: Morning worship, marking the  

80th anniversary of the D-Day landings; 11.00am.  
 

Could you help clean our church? 
We’ll be giving the church a spring clean on Friday 17th May from 10.15am.  

All are welcome to come armed with a dustpan and brush, bucket and mop etc. 

 ***Coffee and cake will be provided*** 

Anglican Community - Team Rector Rev Gary Owen 

01769 560792    07947 358050 

 

Services planned for  

Alverdiscott Chapel during May 

 

05 May  11.00am Stephen Hill - Holy Communion 

 

19 May  11.00am David Ley 
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C.T.A. CENTRE - West Park Yarnscombe EX31 3LZ 
 

YOUR LOCAL TRAINING PROVIDER FOR ALL YOUR INDUSTRIAL AND 

CONSTRUCTION TRAINING NEEDS.  

We are able to handle all the classifications of plant for which Construction Skills offer 

CPCS cards. The centre opened in 1991 and comprises a site which replicates all 

construction site conditions. There are 40 acres of dedicated training area plus 7 acres 

of woodland (for chainsaw training) which means that it is possible to carry out more 

than one type of training at any one time.  
 

Contact the team on:   01271 858575  Email:   training@ctacentre.co.uk  

DEL MAR Landscaping 
 

Garden Design ❖ Construction ❖ Maintenance 
 

  ❖  Decking      ❖  Fencing ❖  Block paving 

  ❖  Patios       ❖  Paths ❖  Ground clearance 

  ❖  Walls       ❖  Steps ❖  All year round 

  ❖  Sheds       ❖  Ponds ❖  Free estimates 

  ❖  Hedgework      ❖  Turfing ❖  Fully insured  
 

Mobiles 07720 179615 or 07791 030025 

e-mail delmar.landscaping@tiscali.co.uk 

ANTS CLEANING SERVICE 
 

Offering various types of cleaning.  

Residential and holiday accommodation catered for. 

Regular or just a one off clean.  Excellent references available.  

Own cleaning materials supplied. 

07504 244542 

01271 858 974 (answerphone) 

Thank You  

Thank you to our advertisers who have shown their support for the Local Rag 

by submitting their payments for the current year.  It’s good to have you  

onboard.  There are a small number who are yet to pay and we would really 

love to keep you with us.  If you really don’t need to advertise with us any 

longer, please let us know. 
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HUNTSHAW VILLAGE 

TREASURE HUNT 

&  BBQ 

 

Sunday July 21
st 

                           

 From 1 pm onwards 

How well do you know the 

area? 

Why not come and see? 

To register (if possible for numbers) call  

01805 624490 

 

BBQ and licensed bar  
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Parish Council News 

Parish Clerk email  alvhuntpc@gmail.com   Please note new address 
 

Parish Council Facebook page:    @alverdiscotthuntshaw   
 

Parish Council Website:    https://alverdiscott-huntshaw-parish.org.uk   
 

The Local Rag is available to view on the PC website  

Parish Councillor Names and Contact Numbers 
 

 Graham White - Chair                       01271 858441 

 Liz Meaney - Vice Chair   01805 624990 

 Bernard Hardwicke     01271 858676 

 Helen Bolton     01271 858885 

 Caroline Lewis    07890 764234 

 Gill Ross     01271 858392 

 James White     01271 858580  

 Paul Matthews     01271 858652 

 Alan Matthewman - Parish Clerk  01769 560740 
                  E&OE 

County and District Councillors and Police & Crime Commissioner 
 

County Councillor  

 Linda Hellyer     linda.hellyer@devon.gov.uk    07828 758360 
 

District Councillors 

 Rosemary Lock  councillor.lock@torridge.gov.uk    01805 804254 

 Thomas Elliott   councillor.elliott@torridge.gov.uk 01805 804473  
 

PCC for Devon, Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly 

 Alison Hernandez alison@alisonhernandez.co.uk   01392 459808 

Notice of Parish Council Meetings 
Two vacancies have arisen on the parish council, one to represent Alverdiscott,  and the 

other for Huntshaw.  Council meetings will now take place every other month on 

the third Thursday, alternating between the two village halls.   

The next meeting is the Annual Parish Meeting at 7pm on Thursday 16th May 

at Alverdiscott Hall, and will be followed Parish Council AGM at 7.30pm. 

We would welcome those interested in becoming a councillor, and invite you to come 

along and give a (very!) short presentation about yourself. 

Graham White - Chair. 

 

The Spring Big Breakfast  

Alverdiscott Community Hall 

On Sunday 5th of May from 9am to 1pm 
 

Start with a choice of Porridge, Cereal or Juice 

Then the Full English or Pick and Mix Your Favourites 

All Followed by Tea - Coffee - Toast 

 

 

 

 

 

Adults £10    Under 10’s £5 

All Profits Raised Will Go To  

North Devon Hospice 
 

VVVVV 

VVV 

V 
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We are a local charity providing 

specialist care and support to people 

who are affected by a life-limiting illness.   

Although many of our patients have 

cancer, we also care for people who have 

other life-limiting illnesses too, such as 

Motor Neurone Disease, Heart Failure 

and COPD, among others. Our patients 

and their families are at the heart of     

www.northdevonhospice.org.uk    everything we do.      

mailto:alvhuntpc@gmail.com
mailto:@alverdiscotthuntshaw
mailto:https://alverdiscott-huntshaw-parish.org.uk
mailto:linda.hellyer@devon.gov.uk
mailto:councillor.lock@torridge.gov.uk
mailto:alison@alisonhernandez.co.uk
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HEDDENS OF WOODTOWN FARM 

BESPOKE VEGETABLE BOXES and FARM SHOP 
 

Carrots - Broccoli - Onions 

Parsnips - Cauliflower - Swede 
*****Local Delivery Available***** 

 

Enquires and Orders phone Michael: 07738 163912  

 email - woodtownfarm@outlook.com  

Or visit our Website  

www.heddensofwoodtown.co.uk  

 Domestic Appliance Repairs 
 

    Fast Reliable Service To All Makes 

Washing Machines - Dishwashers - Refrigeration 
 

          No Call Out Fee  

                 Call Andy on - 07970 833603 

Friends of All Saints Church Supporters Club – April Draw Prize Winners 
 

1st  Mandy Ridd                     £25 

2nd  Rosemary Caton    £15 

3rd  Roy Courtenay   £10 
 

 

We will be holding our AGM on Tuesday 30th April at 7.30pm in the church.  
 

We have lost a couple of committee members over the last few years. If you are interested in 

joining us, please come along and speak to one of the existing committee. Or contact Louise 

Saunders on 01271 858522 or,  louisesaunders4bp@gmail.com  

Advertising in your Local Rag is easy and produces great results. 
 

210 Local Rags are distributed every month, some even find their way out of the 

local area.  The Rag is also available to view on the Parish Council website, all 

for a very reasonable annual fee.   

Small-ad’s and items for sale are usually included free of charge. 

Call or email for full details. 
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FRIENDS OF ALL SAINTS CHURCH 

SPRING LUNCH 
SUNDAY 12th MAY 

12.30pm for 1pm 
AT ALVERDISCOTT COMMUNITY HALL 

Three course meal & a glass of wine,  

Tickets £20  -  10 yrs and under £10  

Make your reservation with Louise Saunders 

louisesaunders4bp@gmail.com or 01271 858522 

Book early – places are limited. 
 

ooooooooooooOOOOOoooooooooooo 
 

FRIENDS OF ALL SAINTS CHURCH  

MUSICAL LUNCH AT ALL SAINTS CHURCH 

FRIDAY  31st MAY and FRIDAY 28th JUNE 

Light lunch available from 12.30pm, music from 1pm 

 

mailto:louisesaunders4bp@gmail.com

