Alverdiscott and Huntshaw Parish Council

Clerk:  Alan Matthewman

26 Fairways View, High Bickington EX37 9BZ

01769 560740;  07720 301854

Draft Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

Held on Thursday 18th January 2024 at 7.30 pm in

Alverdiscott Village Hall
Present: Cllrs. Graham White (in the chair) Jim White, Gill Ross, Liz Meaney, Caroline Lewis, Helen Bolton
Also Present: Cllr Thomas Elliott (Torridge DC)

Alan Matthewman (Parish Clerk)

In  the absence of the ward councillor from Devon CC who had apologised for her absence the chair invited Cllr Elliott to bring his report from Torridge DC to the council.
Cllr Elliott began by outlining the significant fall in homeless people needing accommodation in the Torridge area which had fallen nearly 50% to c. 70. In addition he looked at updated figures for empty dwellings. To classify as “empty” a property had to be habitable with all services connected and to have been in that situation for more than 2 years. Across the district TDC recognises that 78 properties are classified as empty. When it comes to getting them back into service the council does not have the funds to compulsorily purchase the properties. Their standard approach is to approach the owners to see if they can persuade them to bring them back into use. Torridge has 780 houses that have been empty fo 6 months. He appealed for members of the public to report any non conforming properties or unauthorised developments so that enforcement are aware. TDC are hoping to increase its permanent staffing to 3 in April.
TDC was taking the problems of water pollution seriously and South West Water were appearing at the TDC meeting on Monday.

The Chair queried whether the 2 years requirement was a statutory requirement and Cllr Elliott felt that it was. Cllr White felt that the response of TDC Enforcement officers was always negative due to a lack of officer resource. Legal actions were consistently rejected as too difficult  and there were no statements as to what any final compromise might be.
The Chair thanked Cllr Elliott declared the formal Parish Council meeting open.
1:
Apologies for absence – to receive and accept any apologies for absence. 





Bernard Hardwicke (holiday), Paul Matthews (work commitment).

2.
Declarations of Interest – to receive any Personal and/or Prejudicial interests from 
Councillors regarding matters due to be discussed
3: 
Urgent Matters at the discretion of the Chair:
Questionnaires received from Geoffrey Cox MP – 28 sheets of signatures had been returned to him as well as the result of the questionnaire.
The Chair was looking at a possible amalgamation of the Local Rag and the Woodcote News. Editor David Potter, editor of the Local Rag, needed to be consulted.
4.
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 16th November 2023.  With no objection the minutes were approved unanimously. There was a discussion concerning the applicability of councillor making decisions of approval or recommendation on a particular application.
5:
Matters arising from the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 16th November 2023. Covered above.
6:
Finance:

(a) Receive and approve the accounts to end November 2023. Since the last date the clerk had been paid and the council was due a refund from HMRC for tax paid before a change in coding. Also paid had been Insurance (£623), a defibrillator at £745 (not budgeted but approved by councillors).
(b) Approve cheques for payment following the meeting. Nothing outstanding
(c) To agree the budget 2024-25 and determine any changes to items that will need to be financed during the year. In the light of the above agree precept request for 2024-25.
The purchase of the new defib in the current year, which could be paid out of reserves, reducing the 2024-35 requirement from £7200 (an increase of 33%) to £6400. A further saving could be achieved by deferring action on road Warden scheme. A detailed discussion led lo the unanimous decision to continue with this project and as a result the precept was set at £6400. It was re-confirmed that Cllr J White would do the training course. The clerk undertook to examine the needs of the training course, contact the CC representative Julian Roskilly for clarification, and see if any other parishes had Road Wardens appointed and were willing to share their experiences. Suggestion made that consideration be given to moving the device from the Village Hall to the Chapel.
It was, and is hereby resolved, proposed by  Cllr J White , seconded by Cllr Caroline Lewis, that a precept of £6400 be set, representing for a Band D property, an increase of £0.12p per week.
(d) To agree parameters for the insurance policy  with Gallaghers effective February 2024. The Chair confirmed that the premium had been paid, being influenced primarily in an increased cover of General Contents from £471 to £1250, Street Furniture has been \Reduced from £13,700 to £12500 and machinery from a small amount to £750. The defib is included in core cover. The decisions were approved by all members.
7:
Planning
`
a: To receive and comment on new planning applications and any decisions reached on prior applications since the last meeting in accordance with attached report from Cllr Jim White. Councillor J White tabled a spreadsheet presentation of all applications and decisions throughout the year. No progress on enforcement at Staines or progress on X-link
8:
Discussion regarding the implementation of a Road Warden scheme and insurance implications0
10:
Correspondence: TDC had been asked to fill the grit bins and had confirmed they were on the list to do imminently Mr Newcombe had asked for the road to his stables to be gritted. Council had been unresponsive.
Date of next meeting, Thursday, 21sdt March 2024 at Huntshaw Village Hall at 7.30 pm
.

Chairman: Cllr Graham White;_____________________________Date______________

Attached Documents: Minutes -November 2023; Financial report & Precept Request, Planning Report 2023
