Alverdiscott and Huntshaw Parish Council

Clerk:  Alan Matthewman

26 Fairways View, High Bickington EX37 9BZ

01769 560740;  07720 301894

Draft Minutes oif the Parish Council Meeting
Thursday 16th November 2023 at 7.30 pm in

Huntshaw Village Hall
       Members of the public are encouraged to attend. 
Present: Cllrs. G White (in the chair) J White, G Hadwick, Caroline Lewis,Paul Matthews
Also Present: Cllr Thomas Elliott (Torridge DC)

PCSO Sandra Brown (Devon & Cornwall Police), Alan Matthewman (Parish Clerk)

Before the meting was formally opened the chair welcomed the presence of PCSO Brown and invited her to give her report on recent police matters in the parishes.

Police Report

PCSA Sandra Brown reported that no major issues had been reported with the three incidents included one domestic and one fax hunting incident. In the latter case unfortunately no evidence had been forthcoming of any criminal activity so no action could be taken, Chair raised an incident reported from the contractor working on Alverdiscott Church Tower, Steven Lawrence, an so far as he, the Chair, was aware they had not seen any feedback.  Sandra confirmed it was likely that any feedback would heve been reported to Mr Lawrence but she would check and communicate any results to Cllr GW. The incident was coincerning criminal damage to the scaffolding and some tools left overnight
 1:

Apologies for absence – Cllrs Gill Ross (work commitment), Liz Meaney (holiday)
2.
Declarations of Interest – to receive any Personal and/or Prejudicial interests from 
Councillors regarding matters due to be discussed – none declared.
3: 
Urgent Matters at the discretion of the Chair:
Questionnaires received from Geoffrey Cox MP: Copies of the questionnaire eere circulated to members of the council who undertook to seek responses from members of the community.
4.
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 21st September 2023

The minutes , which had been circulated in advance of the meeting, were approved as a true record of the proceedings and the Chair, Graham White, duky signed them as such
5:
Matters arising from the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 21st September 2023

There wetre no matters arising not covered by the\ Agenda for the current meeting
6:
Finance:

(a) Receive and approve the accounts to end September2023 – Were noted
(b) Approve cheques for payment following the meeting. None required.
(c) To agree initial estimates for the budget 2024-35 and determine any changes to items that will need to be financed during the year

The chair tabled the up-to-date accounts which were approved and indicated that the budget assumptions / precept forecasts were reasonable as a basis for discussion and determination at the next meeting on Thursday 18th January,

(d) To agree parameters for the insurance policy  with Gallaghers effective February 2024. Agreed that the chair would review and agree the figures and action payment before the end of January 2024
7:
Planning
Cllr J White raised certain planning matters covered in his report:
i) Replacement of a mobile home at Twitchin by a permanent residential home. The Immediate neighbours, following the Council comments, submitted a substantial list of objections which appeared to be very valid. Since then no further documents have been filed. Assumed to be stalled at this time.

ii)
Construction of residence for agricultural use, nes been modified slightly.

iii)
Concern that no comment had been regarding this application regarding meat processing plant at Twitchin. The belief was that the application would not create a nuisance regarding smell since no slaughtering would be done on site so far as the application indicated.
`8:
Discussion regarding the implementation of a Road Warden scheme and insurance implications

Further information regarding the scope, cost and training required was still expected and matters would be brought to a decision as soon as this information was available. Generally the position of the council was sceptical.
9:
To discuss proposed changes regarding the editorship of “The Local Rag” Magazine
So far as was known no progress had currently been made
10:
Correspondence:  In addition to the road repair petition, Sir Geoffrey requested comments 
regarding the letter post and broadband. Cllr G White said that he would send a suitable 
reply..
Date of next meeting, Thursday, 18th January 2024 at Alverdiscott Village Hall at 7.30 pm
Councillor Graham White
Chair: Alverdiscott & Huntshaw Parish Council
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