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CRAWFORD NEWS 

Reliable Newspaper Deliveries 
 

SIX DAYS A WEEK 

Alverdiscott & Surrounding Areas 

Tel: 01805 625592 Mob: 07850 617372 

AUTO-MO-BEEL                      Huntshaw Cross Cottage 

Prop. V. C. Beel A.M.I.M.I                     Huntshaw Cross 

                                                         Yarnscombe EX31 3ND 
 

            Vehicle Servicing & Repairs - Auto Electrics 

           Computerised Engine Diagnostics, Tyre Sales  
          MOT Test Centre, Garden Machinery Repairs. 

                         Tel/Fax: 01805 624823 

                           Mob: 07976 986908 

                    email: viv@automobeel.co.uk 

                 Web Site www.automobeel.co.uk  

Towsers 

Country Kennels 
________________________________________________________________ 

Tel. 01271 858366 

Deepy Park • Stony Cross • Bideford • Devon • EX39 4PU 

North Devon’s favoured country kennels 

With Veterinary approval  
5 star rated by Torridge District Council 

P D B Plumbing 

Plumbing - Heating - Gas 
 

 01271 858549 

07957 218532 

**Free Estimates** 

24 Hour Call Out 

The Local Rag 

Alverdiscott and Huntshaw 

Welcome to the 

April Edition 

Volume 20 Issue 3 

2023 



Publication and Distribution 

From The Assistant Editor 

The Alverdiscott and Huntshaw Local 

Rag is produced by the Editor Elsie 

Potter and Assistant Editor David Potter 

and is distributed, free, by a team of 

volunteers to every residence in our 

area. Finance is provided by the Parish 

Council, income from advertisers and 

donations from community organisations 

and individuals.  Local reporting is easy - 

 e-mail your items to:  

thelocal.rag@btinternet.com  

or drop in to Webbery Cross Cottage. 

The more articles you send the more 

likely the Local Rag is to continue.      

The date for inclusion in the next  issue 

is 20th of each month.  The editor 

reserves the right to accept, reject or 

amend any article submitted.  Any article 

published does not necessarily reflect 

the views of the editorial team.  

The Local Rag  

Webbery Cross Cottage  

Webbery 

EX39 4PU 

Phone 01271 858534 

e-mail thelocal.rag@btinternet.com 

April is almost upon us so we are 

well into 2023.  British Summer Time 

starts on 26 March, just a few days 

away.  The temperature outside right 

now is barely into double figures. 

January was cold and really wet with 

just over 6ins of rain,  but February 

was really dry with less than 0.5ins of 

rainfall. In fact it was the driest    

February since records began (well, 

my records anyway). What all of  this 

adds up to I’m not sure.  But the   

seasons do seem to be merging into 

each other and that will make life 

difficult for us, and our wildlife.  

There was a blackbird in our garden 

this morning, with its beak full of 

moss which suggests it might be 

building a nest.  Lets hope he’s not 

too early. 
 

There are local elections due on 4 

May.  New rules mean that we all 

now need some form of photo ID 

when we go to the polling station to 

vote. On p4 I’ve listed some of the 

acceptable forms of ID. 
 

The Chapel Coffee Morning in March 

raised £160 for the Turkey/Syria 

earthquake appeal - well done all 

who contributed.  On Thursday 6 

April all money raised will be in aid 

of the ongoing manmade disaster 

that is Ukraine.  We need to raise a 

similar amount so please do come 

along and support the cause.  
 

Plans for the Charles III  Coronation 

celebrations are firming up. More 

details are on p9.   
 

But before that, don’t forget the Big 

Breakfast at Alverdiscott Hall on 

Sunday 16 April - 9am to 1pm. See 

you there I hope…  See p7. 
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Emergencies 

Police - Fire etc.            999 

Electricity             0800 678 3105 

Gas              0800 111 999 

Water                            0344 346 2020 

RSPCA                            0300 123 4999 

Calor Gas                       0345 744 4999 

_________________________________ 

Medical 

NHS - Advice Line     111 

Barnstaple Hospital        01271 322577 

Bideford Hospital           01271 322577 

Torrington Hospital       01805 622208 
 

For a GP out of hours call Devon 

Doctors on 0845 671 0270  

_________________________________ 

Local Hall Bookings & Enquiries 
 

Alverdiscott Hall     David Potter

             01271 858534 
 

Huntshaw Parish Hall Suzy White 

             07711 787853 

huntshawparishhall@outlook.com  

Community Contacts  

Advice Lines  

Police    101 

Crimestoppers  0800   555111 

CAB   01805 626126 

FCN   03000 111999 

Samaritans - Free from any phone 116 123 

Western Power Enq. 0800 0963080 

North Devon Council  01271 327711 

Torridge DC                 01237 428700 
 

Coronavirus Test Line    119 
 

Sandra Brown PCSO 

30096@dc.police.uk 
 

Your local neighbourhood policing 

team at Torrington Police           

Station email address:  
 

torridge@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk  

For routine messages that do not require 

prompt action. 
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THE DAYS ARE GETTING LONGER…  

 

… which means we are entering the season of Lent (lengthening) and that will lead us 

up to the festival of Easter. 
 

At St. Giles in the Wood the display of pictures by Elsie Anna Wood has been changed 

to reflect the stories of Christ riding into Jerusalem on a donkey, followed by his arrest, 

trial and crucifixion, and then the triumph of his resurrection. 
 

The church is open each day from 9am till 4pm. On Fridays the church helpers are  

serving soup and rolls between 12 noon until 1pm. All free but you are invited to make a 

donation. 
 

Stuart Fuller. 

mailto:torrington@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk
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Thank you for all the Support 
 

Over the past few years it has been a pleasure to play the organ and appear at 

various occasions and venues.  I have recently been offered an organists post in 

Barnstaple, so my time in the local area will be much reduced.  I have, however, 

started a youtube channel on which I am slowly recording music on the organ I 

built in my house. The channel is called The North Devon Organist.  You can 

search in the search box of youtube for it as well.  There are four music videos 

on there so far.  I am happy to consider music requests too. Here is the link: 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTKiD7NrxGayUI06XHXaAUQ  
 

Stuart Mair  

Newton Tracey Cricket Club 

Newton Tracey Cricket Club welcomes new members for the 2023 season.  

Good range of senior and junior cricket available ,  

Saturday league - Sunday league plus friendlies. 
****************************************************************************************************************************** 

We are also holding a QUIZ NIGHT at 

Alverdiscott Community Hall on Friday 28 April. 

 

Please contact me, Graham Moore, on 07760 197550 for full details.  

Your Help is Requested! 

Local boy returning from New Zealand for the summer, May to 

October, needs to find work, Farming, Gardening, Driving 

anything considered!  

I can be contacted by email on jackyandrich@hotmail.com   

Or ring Pat on 01237 237228.  

Thank you!    
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A message from the Rector 
 

Blessings for Holy Week and Easter 
 

It feels like Spring is finally (like the new-born lambs) springing and we will soon be 

able to put a long winter behind us. My first tomato plants are bravely poking their 

head above ground… albeit on a heated windowsill. Even more optimistically, by 

the time you read this article I will have spent my first day of the season watching 

cricket at Taunton… happy days! 

Spring itself brings joy, but it also points to the long hot summer to come. Spring 

lifts my spirits. 
 

Holy week and Easter do much the same. 
 

This month at church we will spend Holy Week and Easter retelling the story of 

Jesus’ last week on earth: his triumphal entry into Jerusalem on a donkey and his 

last supper with his disciples, when he washed his disciples’ feet and told them to 

love each other as well as giving them communion as a way to remember him. 

We’ll remember his death on a cross and his rising to life again. 

As we tell these stories,  I’m reminded of God’s love for me in Jesus. I’m reminded 

that I’m forgiven my sins and made a child of God. I’m reminded that my old self 

died with Christ and now He, Christ, lives in me. But like Spring points to summer, 

so the resurrection of Jesus points to the hope I have of eternal life with Jesus. Be-

cause Jesus has died and risen again, I can trust his promise that when I die, he will 

raise me to live with him for all eternity. 
 

Let me encourage you to take a little time over the next few weeks to ponder the 

Easter story. With the bible now freely available online it’s never been easier to 

simply sit and read the story for yourself. The YouVersion bible app is a really 

good for downloading onto your phone. Look up one of the gospels (Matthew, 

Mark, Luke or John) and near the end you’ll find the story of Jesus’ last week on 

earth, his death and resurrection. Pray and ask God to reveal himself to you, read, 

and then share your thoughts with him. 

And of course, you are very welcome to join us in church to reflect on the story 

with others… and given that Spring is coming, our buildings are even starting to 

feel a little bit warmer! 
 

Rev Gary Owen 

01769 560792  07947 358050  

www.tworiversmissioncommunity.org  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTKiD7NrxGayUI06XHXaAUQ


Events at Alverdiscott Methodist Chapel 
 

Coffee Morning 
 

On 2 March we raised £160 which has been sent to the Disasters Emergency 

Committee in support of the Syria, Turkey Earthquake appeal.   

On Thursday 6 April, we shall be supporting All We Can and their ongoing 

Ukraine Emergency appeal.  

Please do come along between 10am and noon - to support our worthwhile appeals.  
 

Garden Club 
 

Garden Club meetings are on the last Monday of each month (except Bank Holidays 

when it will normally be the Monday before) at 2.30pm in the chapel schoolroom. Our 

next meeting will be on 24 April.   Everyone is welcome and the cost is just £1.00. 
 

Arts and Craft Group  
 

The Arts and Craft Group has started up again.  Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 

11 April, in the chapel schoolroom, from 10.00 till 12.00.   

 

 

 

Chapel Quiz Night  ***CANCELLED*** 
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Local Council Elections 
 

On Thursday 4 May 2023, local elections are taking place across Torridge.  

At these elections, you will need to bring photo ID to vote at a polling station. 
 

Acceptable forms of Photo ID include: 

A Passport     Driving Licence 

Blue Badge     Older Persons Bus Pass 

Biometric Immigration Document  Defence Identity Card 

Pass Card (ID Card bearing the Proof of Age Standards Scheme Hologram). 
 

You can still use your Photo ID if it’s out of date, as long as it looks like you. 

Contact Torridge Elections on 01237 428739 or elections@torridge.gov.uk  
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Last time the word was:  Overnight 

 
Only For Fun.  You have 15 minutes to find as many 

words as possible using the letters shown in the grid.  

Each word must contain four or more letters, one of 

which must be the central square.  No letter may be 

used more than once in each word.  No proper nouns, 

plurals or foreign words allowed. There is one nine 

letter word for which the clue is - Compliance 
 

Word count 25 = Good.  More than 30 = Well done!  

D C E 

O E N 

E I B 

 

A Few More Witty One-liners  
 

I know how much you enjoyed them last month 

Go on, you know you did. 

 

How many tickles does it take to make an Octopus laugh?  10 - Tickles 

 

How do you get down from an elephant?  You don’t, you get it from a duck. 

 

Why do elephants have big ears?  Coz they couldn’t catch Noddy! 

 

Why is an elephant large and grey? Because if he were small and yellow he 

would be a canary…  

 

How do elephants hide in custard?  They submerge and paint the soles of their 

feet yellow. 

 

How do you know an elephant has been in your fridge?  You can see their foot 

prints in the butter. 

 

And there’s still loads more where they came from…  

Leisure 



Su Doku Puzzle No. 195 

Good Luck…  

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Solution to Su Doku No. 194  
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Leisure 

Alverdiscott Methodist Chapel 

Minister Rev Rob Blackhall 01805 628041 

Information about the Methodist Church  

can be found here: 
 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/ 
 

http://torridgemethodistcircuit.org.uk/   
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Maundy Thursday - 6th April 
 

6.30pm:  Communion service Yarnscombe 

 

Good Friday - 7th April 
 

11.00am: All-age worship Huntshaw 

11.00am:  Good Friday service Alverdiscott 

  2.00pm: Reflections on the cross Yarnscombe 

 

Easter Day - 9th April 
 

9.30am:  Communion service Huntshaw 

9.30am:  All-age service Horwood 

9.30am:  Communion service Newton Tracey 

6.30pm:  Communion service Yarnscombe 
 

You can find out more at -  www.tworiversmissioncommunity.org  

Anglican Community - Team Rector Rev Gary Owen 

01769 560792    07947 358050 

Services planned for Alverdiscott Chapel in April 
 

Good Friday   7 April 11am  Rev Rob Blackhall  

Easter Sunday   9 April 11am  Elsie Potter HC 

  23 April 11am  Rev Rob Blackhall 

  30 April 11am  At Parish Church 

  07 May  11am  Paul Bate 

  21 May  11am  Rev Rob Blackhall HC 



Local Services 
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THE CURTIS GROUP 
 

Incorporating K & J Plant (Contractors) Ltd and CTA Centre 
 

West Park Yarnscombe Barnstable Devon EX31 3LZ 

K & J Plant (Contractors) Ltd 
 

WHEELDIGGERS, 360 DEGREE EXCAVATORS, DUMPTRUCKS 

ALL OPERATORS CITB CERTIFICATED 
 

“Ring the Specialists” 
 

Phone 01271 858540 (3 Lines)   Fax 01271 858575 (3 Lines) 

                            C.T.A. CENTRE  
 

CITB ATB LANDBASE & RTITB 

ACCREDITED TRAINING 
 

Plant, Fork Lifts, Tractors, Chainsaws etc. 

Phone/Fax 01271 858575 (3 Lines)          

DEL MAR Landscaping 
 

Garden Design ❖ Construction ❖ Maintenance 
 

  ❖  Decking      ❖  Fencing ❖  Block paving 

  ❖  Patios       ❖  Paths ❖  Ground clearance 

  ❖  Walls       ❖  Steps ❖  All year round 

  ❖  Sheds       ❖  Ponds ❖  Free estimates 

  ❖  Hedgework      ❖  Turfing ❖  Fully insured  
 

Phone 01271 374409  Mobile 07791 030025 

e-mail delmar.landscaping@tiscali.co.uk 

ANTS CLEANING SERVICE 
 

Offering various types of cleaning.  

Residential and holiday accommodation catered for. 

Regular or just a one off clean.  Excellent references available.  

Own cleaning materials supplied. 

07504 244542 

01271 858 974 (answerphone) 
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Xlinks Public Open Day/Meeting 

At Alverdiscott Community Hall 

Thursday 27 April 

Between 12.30 and 8pm. 

 

Xlinks’ Renewable Energy Development in Devon is a vital part 

of the plan to deliver a reliable source of low-cost renewable 

power from Morocco to the GB electricity grid, free from the 

environmental and weather constraints holding back UK-based 

generation. 

The proposed onshore works in Devon comprise: 

Approximately 14.7km of underground High Voltage Direct 

Current cabling, from landfall at Cornborough. 

Construction of a HVDC to HVAC Converter Station site to the 

southwest of the existing National Grid substation located  

between Gammaton and Alverdiscott. 

 

Following your feedback [from previous meetings] we took the 

decision to look again at the viability of potential alternative 

converter station sites. Work relating to the old showground 

site is ongoing and needs to consider both the benefits and the 

challenges associated with such a move. 

Consequently, we are extending our project timeline and will 

not submit a formal planning application until the spring. Should 

any material changes be made to our proposals, we will enter a 

second period of consultation with the local community,  

including a second set of Public Information Days. 

 

We remain committed to an open and ongoing dialogue that 

will ensure we have the fullest understanding of how to  

minimise disruption and maximise benefit to the region  

during construction. 
 

These comments were copied from the Xlinks Website 
 

https://xlinks.co/devon/  
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Parish Council News 

Parish Clerk email  alvhuntpc@gmail.com   Please note new address 
 

Parish Council Facebook page:    @alverdiscotthuntshaw   
 

Parish Council Website:    https://alverdiscott-huntshaw-parish.org.uk   
 

The Local Rag is available to view on the PC website  

Parish Councillor Names and Contact Numbers 
 

 Graham White - Chairman                          01271 858441 

 Bernard Hardwicke - Vice Chairman  01271 858676 

 Helen Bolton     01271 858885 
 Caroline Lewis    07890 764234 

 Peter Ley     01271 858230 

 Liz Meaney     01805 624990 

 Gill Ross     01271 858392 

 James White     01271 858580  

 Ann White     01805 622621 

 Paul Matthews     01271 858652 

 Alan Matthewman - Parish Clerk  01769 560740 
                  E&OE 

County and District Councillors and Police & Crime Commissioner 
 

County Councillor  

 Linda Hellyer    linda.hellyer@devon.gov.uk    07828 758360 
 

District Councillor 

 Rosemary Lock  councillor.lock@torridge.gov.uk    01805 804254 
 

PCC for Devon, Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly 

 Alison Hernandez alison@alisonhernandez.co.uk   01392 459808  

Notice of Parish Council Meetings 
 

The Annual Parish Meeting will be held at Alverdiscott Hall  

on Wednesday 10 May starting at 7pm. 
 

This will be followed immediately by a Parish Council meeting. 
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The Spring Big Breakfast  

Alverdiscott Community Hall 

On Sunday 16 April from 9am to 1pm 
 

Start with a choice of Porridge, Cereal or Juice 
Then the Full English or Pick and Mix Your Favourites 

All Followed by Tea - Coffee - Toast 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Adults £8 - Under 12’s £5 

MUSICAL LUNCHES AT ALL SAINTS CHURCH 

Our popular monthly Musical Lunches will be starting again in April  

in the church.  

These will normally be on the last Friday of the month from  

April until October.  

On 30th April we will be entertained by John Hobbs. Light lunch will be 

available from 12.30pm with music from 1pm.  

We will be presenting different types of music each month. If you haven’t 

been before why not come and give it a try. There is no charge for the 

event, we just ask for a donation. All money raised goes towards the upkeep 

of the church. 

 

 

mailto:alvhuntpc@gmail.com
mailto:@alverdiscotthuntshaw
mailto:https://alverdiscott-huntshaw-parish.org.uk
mailto:linda.hellyer@devon.gov.uk
mailto:councillor.lock@torridge.gov.uk
mailto:alison@alisonhernandez.co.uk
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HEDDENS OF WOODTOWN FARM 

BESPOKE VEGETABLE BOXES and FARM SHOP 
 

Carrots - Broccoli - Onions 

Parsnips - Cauliflower - Swede 
*****Local Delivery Available***** 

 

Enquires and Orders phone Michael: 07738 163912  

 email - woodtownfarm@outlook.com  

Or visit our Website  

www.heddensofwoodtown.co.uk  

 Domestic Appliance Repairs 
 

    Fast Reliable Service To All Makes 

Washing Machines - Dishwashers - Refrigeration 
 

          No Call Out Fee  

                 Call Andy on - 07970 833603 

Friends of All Saints Church 
 

Supporters Club – March Draw Winners 

The draw was made at the Spring Lunch on Sunday 12th  
 

1st  Lorraine Miller           £25 

2nd  Julie McKenna        £15 

3rd  Maggie Edwards    £10  

Advertising in your Local Rag is easy and produces great results. 
 

210 Local Rags are distributed every month, some find their way out of the local 

area.  The Rag is also available to view on the Parish Council website, all for a 

very reasonable annual fee.   

Small-ad’s and items for sale are usually included free of charge. 

Call or email for full details. 
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ALVERDISCOTT COMMUNITY HALL 

CELEBRATION OF KING CHARLES III 

CORONATION 

 

SUNDAY 7TH MAY – 3PM BIG AFTERNOON TEA 

This is a free event – everyone is welcome to come and celebrate 

 

 
MONDAY 8TH MAY – BIG HELP OUT DAY 

We are looking for volunteers to do some work 

around our community. 

If you would like to come to the afternoon tea or will 

be available to help out on Monday 8th please let Liz 

know. bulworthy@aol.com 

HUNTSHAW HALL 

TO CELEBRATE KING CHARLES III CORONATION  

 THE COMMITTEE WOULD LIKE TO INVITE YOU TO AN 

AFTERNOON TEA  

ON SUNDAY MAY 7
TH

  

3.00 PM AT THE HALL 

No charge but please contact Jenny on 07785 921371 so we can make 

enough food!  Text or ‘phone  NOW! 

 

ALSO ON MONDAY 8
TH

 THERE WILL BE A LITTERPICK IN HUNTSHAW AT 

2.00 PM.  

If you would like to help, please meet us at the hall. 

EQUIPMENT PROVIDED 

mailto:bulworthy@aol.com

