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CRAWFORD NEWS  

Reliable Newspaper Deliveries  
 

SIX DAYS A WEEK  

Alverdiscott & Surrounding Areas 

Tel: 01805 625592 Mob: 07850 617372 

AUTO -MO -BEEL                      Huntshaw Cross Cottage 

Prop. V. C. Beel A.M.I.M.I                     Huntshaw Cross 

                                                         Yarnscombe EX31 3ND 
 

            Vehicle Servicing & Repairs - Auto Electrics 

           Computerised Engine Diagnostics, Tyre Sales  
          MOT Test Centre, Garden Machinery Repairs. 

                         Tel/Fax: 01805 624823  

                           Mob: 07976 986908 

                    email: viv@automobeel.co.uk 

                 Web Site www.automobeel.co.uk  

T owsers  

Country  Kennels  
________________________________________________________________ 

Sue & Shaun Blackmore  Tel. 01271 858366  

Deepy Park Å Stony Cross Å Bideford Å Devon Å EX39 4PU 

North Devonõs favoured country kennels 

With Veterinary approval  
5 star rated by Torridge District Council  

P D B Plumbing  

Plumbing - Heating - Gas 
 

 01271 858549 

07957 218532 

**Free Estimates** 

24 Hour Call Out 

The Local Rag  

Alverdiscott and Huntshaw  

Welcome to the 

September Edition  

Volume 18 Issue 8 

2021 

Free Support to Help Farmers Navigate the  

Agricultural Transition  
 

Business Information Point  are providing free, tailored one to one advice,      

webinars, and business skills development workshops to help farmers and land      

managers navigate the changes brought about by the Agricultural  Transition. 
 

Between 2021 and 2027, the government will gradually reduce and then stop  Direct 

Payments. Instead, farmers will be supported to improve the environment, improve 

animal health and welfare, and reduce carbon emissions. 
 

The move away from Direct Payments will be a big change for some farmers, so they 

will happen over a 7-year transition period to give time to plan and adjust. The Future 

Farming Resilience Fund has been funded by Defra to allow us to support farmers and 

land managers with this transition.  
 

The support is free and available from September 2021 to February 2022 to any 

farmer or land manager currently in receipt of BPS payments and we can support 

farmers throughout Devon and Somerset.  
 

Initially we will be running several free, local workshops to discuss the changes coming 

through the transition and look at new funding options, as well as planning strategies 

for the future, such as diversification and productivity improvements. 
 

The workshops we are running locally are:  
 

§ Thursday, 16th September, 7pm to 9.30pm at the The Plough Arts Centre, Great 

Torrington 

§ Monday, 27th September, 7pm to 9.30pm at the South Molton Town Hall 
 

All the workshops include a free buffet and refreshments.  
 

Business Information Point has been supporting farmers since we began over 25 years 

ago and have built up a wealth of experience and expertise across all farm business 

types. Through this free support, we can tailor the advice to your specific needs and 

prepare you for the changes ahead. 

 

For full details of the support and to register on any of the workshops 

please visit our website - https://businessinfopoint.co.uk/ffr/    

or call 01837 659 059.  

https://businessinfopoint.co.uk/ffr/


Publication and Distribution  

From The Assistant Editor  

The Alverdiscott and Huntshaw Local 

Rag is produced by the Editor Elsie 

Potter and Assistant Editor David Potter 

and is distributed, free, by a team of 

volunteers to every residence in our 

area. Finance is provided by the Parish 

Council, income from advertisers and 

donations from community organisations 

and individuals.  Local reporting is easy - 

 e-mail your items to:  

thelocal.rag@btinternet.com   

or drop in to Webbery Cross Cottage. 

The more articles you send the more 

likely the Local Rag is to continue.      

The date for inclusion in the next  issue 

is 20th of each month.   The editor 

reserves the right to accept, reject or 

amend any article submitted.  Any article 

published does not necessarily reflect 

the views of the editorial team.  

The Local Rag  

Webbery Cross Cottage  

Webbery 

EX39 4PU 

Phone 01271 858534 

e-mail thelocal.rag@btinternet.com  

So here we are in September       

already.  We appear to have slipped 

in to Autumn almost overnight, and 

there does  seem to be a very     

autumnal feel in the air at the      

moment.  One minute we were 

sweltering in 30° temperatures and 

now Elsie is asking if we can put the 

heating on or light the fire!   There 

are rumours of another heatwave 

coming but I shall wait and seeé  

 

The good news is there are signs 

that we are beginning to get back to 

normal.  There are some bookings at 

the local halls, and church services 

are starting up again at All Saints and 

the Methodist Chapel.  Throughout 

this issue of the Rag there are      

adverts for forthcoming events.  

Check them out and see if there is 

anything that catches your eye. If you 

donõt feel happy going out just yet 

there is going to be another Take-

Away meal available soon from    

Alverdiscott Hall, see p7 for details.   
 

There are Harvest Suppers planned 

at both halls.  And, looking ahead to 

October, the musical lunch sessions, 

at All Saints, are planned to begin 

again. Also there is going to be a talk 

and workshop on the subject of 

Dowsing,  at Huntshaw Parish Hall, 

should be really interesting. See p11. 
 

Obviously all these events come with 

a Covid19 health warning, such that, 

if the situation locally deteriorates  

they may have to be cancelled or at 

least postponed. Not so long ago, 

Torridge was one of the safest places 

to be in all England.  It is still good, 

but figures for the whole SW have all     

increased.  Take care and stay safe.  
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Emergencies  
Police - Fire etc.  999 

Electricity    0800 6783105 

Gas   0800 111999 

Water   0800 1691144 

RSPCA   0300 1234999 
Calor Gas   0345 7444999 

_________________________________ 

Medical  

NHS - Advice Line   111 

Barnstaple Hospital  01271 322577 

Bideford Hospital   01271 322577 

Torrington Hospital  01805 622208 
 

For a GP out of hours call Devon Doctors on 

0845 671 0270  

_________________________________ 

Community Hall Bookings & Enquiries  
 

Alverdiscott Hall   David Potter

   01271 858534 
 

Huntshaw Parish Hall  Suzy White 

   07711 787853 

huntshawparishhall@outlook.com  

Community Contacts  

Advice Lines  

Police      101 

Crimestoppers   0800   555111 

CAB    01805 626126 

FCN    03000 111999 

Samaritans - Free from any phone 116 123 

Western Power Enq.  0800 0963080 

North Devon Council  01271 327711 

Torridge District Council  01237 428700 
 

Coronavirus Test Line      119 

 

Sandra Brown PCSO 30096@dc.police.uk 
 

Your local neighbourhood policing team at 

Torrington Police Station email address:  
 

torrington@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk  
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ALVERDISCOTT COMMUNITY HALL 
 

HARVEST         SUPPER 
 

 

 

FRIDAY 24TH SEPTEMBER 7PM FOR 7.30PM 

TICKETS £15 é Three course meal and a glass of wine 

BOOK YOUR PLACE WITH DAVE POTTER é 858534 

davep.potter@btinternet.com 

TO KEEP EVERYONE SAFE NUMBERS WILL BE LIMITED 
 

If the Covid situation deteriorates this event may NOT go ahead é 

We will therefore not be taking ticket money until the night. 

mailto:torrington@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk


Local News  
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Huntshaw Parish Hall - Latest Updates  

 

Huntshaw have been busy planning some events for the coming year.  Obviously  

it will all depend on how things evolve regarding CV19 but please put these 

dates in your diary and letõs hope they can all take place. 
 

Saturday 11th September - time 7pm - Harvest Supper  *Detail below  

 

Saturday 30th October - time tbc - Halloween Skittles and Social night 

Saturday 11th December - time tbc - Christmas Party 

 
 

The committee at Huntshaw Parish Hall have been busy preparing for              

re-opening. We have given the front elevation a fresh coat of paint and have 

some beautiful flowers out too. We have plans for a new noticeboard and sign. 

We also have plans to install an overhead projector and some renovation/

improvement work. The Hall is open for hire (subject to Covid restrictions) 

enquiries welcome to huntshawparishhall@outlook.com  - Suzy White  

 

________________________________________________ 

Huntshaw Harvest Supper - 11th  September at 7pm  

Cold cuts, wide variety of salads and delicious deserts.  

Tickets in advance from Jenny Staines 01805 624490  

£12 per adult, £8 under 12s.  

In aid of raising Community Spirit,  

the Church and Hall funds!  

___________________________________________________________ 
 

An ôIntroduction to Dowsingõ A Talk & Workshop to 

be held at Huntshaw Parish Hall on Sat 9th Oct at 2pm. 
 

Full details on p11  
 

Richard Sears 
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From the Rector Rev Gary Owen - 01769 560792 
 

We recently spent a week on holiday in Bude. Our plan was to stay at a campsite 

in our old VW campervan ð Vera. Sheõs been part of the family for the last 20 

years and an integral part of many happy adventures. Sadly, just before we were 

due to go away, Veraõs engine died. And so, we found ourselves packing what we 

could into our little car and heading off to Bude to camp in Veraõs drive-away  

awning, but without Vera herself! The first night we lay awake until about 4.00am 

desperately praying that the tent pegs and guy ropes would hold up to the        

battering they were receiving from the strong gusts of wind.  
 

A few days later we sat on top of a cliff watching the sea. We were struck by its 

beauty, but also by its untamed power. 
 

Its not surprising that when the writers of the bible sought to describe God, within 

the confines of human words, they turned frequently to images of the wind and the 

oceans. 
 

Psalm 93.4 says: 

òMightier than the thunder of great waters, 

Mightier than the breakers of the sea ð  

The Lord on high is mighty.ó 

 

Jesus says of the Holy Spirit that, like the wind, he blows where he pleases (John 

3.8) and is beyond human control. 

Too often, as humans, we attempt to make God in our image; a God who is ôniceõ, 

who is there for us when we need him (not dissimilar to a teddy bear), but who 

wouldnõt challenge us or even judge us. Knowing that God, like the wind and 

waves, is beyond my control or even comprehension, is sometimes uncomfortable. 

But Iõd rather be known and loved by a God who is infinitely bigger than me, 

whose thoughts are better than mine, and who inspires my awe and wonder, than 

a God Iõve made in my own image who is small, comfortable and easily moulded to 

my own very imperfect will. 
 

Please see www.tworiversmissioncommunity.org  for  

up-to -date information.  

mailto:huntshawparishhall@outlook.com
http://www.tworiversmissioncommunity.org


Alverdiscott Parish Church  
 

There will be a service at All Saints Church on August 29th at 11.00am.  

A warm welcome is extended to everyone, especially our friends from the 

Methodist church.  
 

Hope to see you there now that we can sing and for coffee and fellowship at the 

end. 

Barbara Ford 
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Now more than ever is the time to 

take up music. 
 

Ever wanted to try a sax, a flute  
or the liquorice stick (clarinet)? 

 

Playing the piano can be so therapeutic. 
 

My adult pupils have found it really calming  during these trying times 
Contact me for details as to how to start thinking about it. 
Anne  -  07739 581839 or Email - gilksanne@gmail.com  

 

Free Support to 

Help Farmers 

Navigate the 

Agricultural 

Transition.  

 

See Front Cover 

For Details  
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Last time the word was: Immediate  

Only For Fun.  You have 15 minutes to find as many 

words as possible using the letters shown in the grid.  

Each word must contain four or more letters, one of 

which must be the central square.  No letter may be 

used more than once in each word.  No proper nouns, 

plurals or foreign words allowed. There is one nine 

letter word for which the clue is - Alienated  
 

Word count 30 = Good. More than 40 = Well done!  

D A N 

G E R 

E T S 

 

òYó Words 

 

21 to Find  

 
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

G G N U O Y I R R S I N D 

C R I Y O L K A N Y L E S 

T Y E R A Y I E E Q K W O 

Q E G N A W M Y O T S D O 

P A E R C R L Y I Y E N S 

E S D T R H Y S L N I E N 

S T K C U Y I O A T W E C 

Y U M M Y P E D O A R G T 

M I N E A P L Y P Y H H S 

T R Y Y I A D E E C A I L 

H U A A O Y N S A L T Y E 

O C N H T U O Y D T E L R 

I A K E L G B N Y O M S S 

Leisure  

YACHT YAPPY YAWN YELLS YODEL YOUNG YOWL 

YAHOO YARD YEAR YETI YOKED YOUR YUCK 

YANK YAWLS YEAST YIELD YOLK YOUTH YUMMY 



Su Doku Puzzle No. 178  

Good Lucké  

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Solution to Su Doku No. 177    
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 6 5      2 

 3 7  9     

9     1   6 

  1   7    

4  2    7  9 

   2   1   

8   3     7 

    5  2 8  

7      5 6  

8 4 7 9 6 1 5 2 3 

6 5 1 4 3 2 7 8 9 

9 3 2 7 8 5 6 1 4 

4 6 3 1 7 9 2 5 8 

2 8 5 3 4 6 9 7 1 

7 1 9 5 2 8 4 3 6 

5 2 4 8 9 3 1 6 7 

3 9 6 2 1 7 8 4 5 

1 7 8 6 5 4 3 9 2 

Leisure  
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www.tworiversmissioncommunity.org   

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Alverdiscott Methodist Chapel   

Minister Rev Rob Blackhall - 01805 628041 

We continue to live in difficult times.  

Life still feels very different, and it is hard not  

meeting and worshipping as we used to.  
 

If you have any questions then please do not hesitate to ask.  

I might not immediately know the answer, but I will endeavour to find out.  
 

Current advice from the Methodist Church can be 

found at:  
 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/coronavirus-guidance/  
 

http://torridgemethodistcircuit.org.uk/   

Anglican Community - Team Rector Rev Gary Owen 

01769 560792    07947 358050 

 

All Saints in Alverdiscott will be open for  

private prayer on Saturdays from 9.00am to 4.00pm. 
 

Please observe social distancing rules.  

Sanitise hands on arrival and departure.  

Only use those areas not taped off.  

Services planned at Alverdiscott Chapel during Sept & Oct  
  

    5 September 11am   Elsie Potter  

 12 September   5pm   Rev Rob - Café Service  

 19 September 11am   Rev Rob - Holy Communion  

 26 September   5pm  EXPLORE Service LA  

   3 October      11am  Rev Rob - Harvest Service   

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/coronavirus-guidance/
http://torridgemethodistcircuit.org.uk/


Local Services  
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THE CURTIS GROUP  
 

Incorporating K & J Plant (Contractors) Ltd and CTA Centre  
 

West Park Yarnscombe Barnstable Devon EX31 3LZ  

K & J Plant (Contractors) Ltd  
 

WHEELDIGGERS, 360 DEGREE EXCAVATORS, DUMPTRUCKS 

ALL OPERATORS CITB CERTIFICATED 
 

òRing the Specialistsó 
 

Phone 01271 858540 (3 Lines)   Fax 01271 858575 (3 Lines) 

                            C.T.A. CENTRE  
 

CITB ATB LANDBASE & RTITB 

ACCREDITED TRAINING 
 

Plant, Fork Lifts, Tractors, Chainsaws etc. 

Phone/Fax 01271 858575 (3 Lines)          

DEL MAR Landscaping  
 

Garden Design × Construction × Maintenance 
 

  ×  Decking      ×  Fencing ×  Block paving 

  ×  Patios       ×  Paths ×  Ground clearance 

  ×  Walls       ×  Steps ×  All year round 

  ×  Sheds       ×  Ponds ×  Free estimates 

  ×  Hedgework      ×  Turfing ×  Fully insured  
 

Phone 01271 374409  Mobile 07791 030025  

e-mail delmar.landscaping@tiscali.co.uk  

 

 

Friendly and Creative PIANO LESSONS 

Mrs Ruth Shawe CTABRSM 

Guscott, Huntshaw, Torrington, EX38 7HE 

Tel. 01271 858242 

Beginners to Grade 8 and all ages welcome. 

Preparation for ABRSM exams 

CRB accredited 
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An ôIntroduction to Dowsingõ Talk & Workshop to be  

held at Huntshaw Parish Hall on Sat 9th Oct at 2pm  
 

Gywnn Paulett, Chair of Devon Dowsers, has kindly agreed to give a talk/

workshop on Dowsing,  in aid of the Project to Repair Huntshawõs Bells. 

This talk will cover: - How to find water on your land, depth and quality etc., 

Blind Springs and Spirals, Information Dowsing and yes/no answers, Energy lines, 

Geopathic Stress, Locating underground services, water pipes, sewers, electric 

cables etc., Archaeological Dowsing for buried walls and buildings etc. (and work 

done at Berry Castle) and much more as time allows. 
 

It is intended that this is not just a talk, but at some stages (having been shown 

how!) we shall divide into groups and go outside to try out our dowsing skills! 

(Weather permitting). 
 

Bring your own òLó rods and pendulums if you have them, and if not, they will 

be provided. The event will run from 2pm to 5pm and the cost will be £5, to 

include tea & coffee, but as numbers will be limited you will need to reserve 

your place in advance, paying on the day, by emailing rsears2017@gmail.com 
 

Richard Sears 
------ooo------ 

Also in the meantime, the next event not to be missed, is the Harvest 

Festival in Huntshaw church at 6pm on Sat 11th Sept followed by the 

Harvest Supper in the Hall at 7pm. Come to one or both events. As 

per the Huntshaw tradition we will have lots of sweets/desserts so you 

will be able to have seconds or even thirds. Tickets £12 from Jenny.  

FRIENDS OF ALL SAINTS CHURCH ALVERDISCOTT  

A MUSICAL LUNCH AT ALL SAINTS CHURCH  

FRIDAY 1 ST OCTOBER  

 

Light lunch available from 12.30pm, music from 1pm  

Stuart Mair will be playing the organ  

 

 

 
 

DROP IN RELAX & ENJOY  
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Parish Council News  

Planning Applications  

Parish Clerk - TBA  
 

Parish Council Email:   contact@alverdiscott -huntshaw -parish.org.uk    
 

Parish Council Facebook page:  @alverdiscotthuntshaw    
 

Parish Council Website:    https://alverdiscott -huntshaw -parish.org.uk    
 

The Local Rag is available to view on the PC website 

Parish Councillor Names and Contact Numbers  

 

Peter Ley      01271 858230 

Donald Easterbrook      07971 278984  

Eddie Staines       07831 262808 

Bernard Hardwicke       01271 858676 

Des Thorpe        01805 893105  

Jean Huxtable        01271 624199 
 

         E&OE 

County and District Councillors and Police & Crime Commissioner  
 

County Councillor  

 Linda Hellyer    linda.hellyer@devon.gov.uk     07828 758360 
 

District Councillor  

 Rosemary Lock  councillor.lock@torridge.gov.uk     01805 804254 
 

PCC for Devon, Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly  

 Alison Hernandez alison@alisonhernandez.co.uk    01392 459808  

Parish Council Meeting  
 

The next meeting is due to be held on Wednesday 8 September - 7.30pm  

at Alverdiscott Community Hall. 

Page 7 

FRIENDS OF ALL SAINTS CHURCH ALVERDISCOTT  
 

Our volunteers have taken a well earned rest in August but our need to raise 

funds has significantly increased. At some stage early in the month one of the 

church stained glass windows suffered some damage from the high winds.  The 

section of the window will need to be temporarily removed to be repaired but 

fortunately the pieces of glass can be reused. The estimate for the repair is 

£2,000.  
 

With the cost of the window repairs in mind we have arranged a couple more 

fund raising events. By popular request we are organising another Take Away 

Meal on 10th September  - see advert below for details.  
 

Before Covid hit we had been holding Musical Lunch Sessions in the church 

once a month.  This involved about 30 to 45 minutes of live or recorded music 

with light refreshments consisting of filled rolls, cake, tea and coffee.  It proved 

to be popular but not to the extent that the church was crowded. We are   

planning to start again on Friday 1st October - see advert on p11 for details. If 

you continue to be concerned about Covid there will be plenty of room to   

socially distance.   
 

The results of the August Supporters Club Draw are as follows: 

1st    Michael Lee £18 

2nd  Rosemary Caton £11 

3rd  Megan Saunders £7 
 

Thank you to everyone who is supporting this venture.  We have now over 70 

supporters participating but still room for more. If you would like more        

information please contact Louise Saunders on 01271 858522 or email 

louisesaunders4bp@gmail.com   
 

FRIENDS TAKE AWAY MEAL 
FRIDAY 10 TH  SEPTEMBER 

Available between 5.30pm and 7.30pm  

from Alverdiscott Community Hall - £12.50 per head 
Sweet and sour chicken with rice and prawn crackers 

Desserts ð fruit flan or lemon mousse with blueberry compote 

We are supporting our local community by using  

HEDDENS of WOODTOWN FARM for the meat and vegetables.  

Please place your order and book your collection slot by telephone or email with Liz on 

01271 858441 or bulworthy@aol.com   

All monies raised will help to fund the upkeep of All Saints Church and its grounds. 

mailto:contact@alverdiscott-huntshaw-parish.org.uk
mailto:@alverdiscotthuntshaw
mailto:https://alverdiscott-huntshaw-parish.org.uk
mailto:linda.hellyer@devon.gov.uk
mailto:councillor.lock@torridge.gov.uk
mailto:alison@alisonhernandez.co.uk
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 Domestic Appliance Repairs  

 

    Fast Reliable Service To All Makes 

Washing Machines - Dishwashers - Refrigeration 
 

          No Call Out Fee  

                 Call Andy on - 07970 833603 

Josieõs Clean and Shine 

All aspects of cleaning undertaken 

If you would like your house to have a òOnce Overó 

Or be cleaned on a more regular basis then call 

Evening 01271 858638   Days 07980 607186  

Free Quotes - References Available 

Cleaning Materials Supplied 

HEDDENS OF WOODTOWN FARM  

VEGETABLE BOXES and FARM SHOP  
 

Carrots - Broccoli - Onions 

Parsnips - Cauliflower - Swede 
Local Delivery Available  

 

Enquires and orders phone 01237 472323   

 email - woodtownfarm@outlook.com  

www.heddensofwoodtown.co.uk  

Michael: 07738 163912 

Ian: 07872 190744  

ALVERDISCOTT COMMUNITY HALL  
 

The Hall committee held a brief AGM in August to approve the accounts for 

2020 and to officially elect its officers.  The Chairman is Liz White and Dave 

Potter and Graham White were re-elected to their roles of Secretary and 

Treasurer respectively. 
 

The Committee has approved a significant upgrade to the electrics at the Hall, 

and the installation of a fire alarm system. Work is likely to start at the end of 

August or beginning of September but will be carried out around bookings so 

there will be no disruption. 
 

The Committee is still concerned about the ongoing Covid situation and is 

reluctant to organise any indoor events for a significant number of people. 

However we hope to go ahead with the following. 

HARVEST SUPPER  ð Friday 24th September. See separate advert on p15 for 

full  details. Numbers will be restricted so that we can provide table service. The 

event will be cancelled if the Covid situation gives serious concern for the safety 

of our community.  

òNOT QUITE SOó BIG BREAKFAST ð Sunday 31st October. We will 

again restrict numbers, and places will need to be booked. Details next month. 
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HERE TO HELP WITH YOUR FOOD SUPPLIES!!!  

DARTFRESH PRODUCE ARE OFFERING AN ORDER TODAY, 

DELIVERY TOMORROW SERVICE - OFFERING BREAD, MILK, 

BUTTER, EGGS, MEAT, PASTA, RICE ALONG WITH FRESH 

FRUIT AND VEGETABLES, AND MUCH MORE. 
 

PLEASE CONTACT BRIDGET ISAAC (FRIENDS OF ALL SAINTS CHURCH, 

ALVERDISCOTT)  ON 07847 566949 or bridget@dartfreshproduce.co.uk  
 

FOR ALL THE DETAILS AND COLLECTION POINTS IN YOUR AREA. 


